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Glossary of Local Names 
 
Belg - Short rains/season from March to May (National) 
Azmera - Rains from early March to early June (Tigrai) 
Tsedia - Rains from mid June to end of September (Tgrai) 
Birkads - Cemented traditional water wells (Somali) 
Dega - Highlands (altitude >2500meters) 
Deyr - Short rains from October to November/December (Somali) 
Ellas - Traditional deep water wells 
Gu - Main rains from mid March to May (Somali) 
Hagaya - Short rains from October to November (Borena) 
Karma - Main rains from July to September (Afar) 
Meher -  Long and heavy rain season usually from June to September (National) 
Sugum - Short rains from between April and May (Afar) 
Dedea - Light rains of 3-5 days between November and December (Afar) 
Karan - Main rains from July to September in Jijiga and Shinile zones (Somali) 
Jilaal - Dry season from January to March (Somali) 
Ganna - Belg season during mid-March and mid- May(Borena and Guji zones) 
CCPP - Contagious Caprine Plevro Pneumonia 
CSB - Corn Soya Blended Food 
Hanfets - Mixture of wheat and barley 
Woreda - District, consisting of kebeles or peasant associations,  which are the lowest 

administrative unit of the government   
Kebele  The smallest administrative unit 
Zone  Administrative unit (consisting of several woredas) 

 

 

Acronyms 
 
 
DPPA - Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Agency 
WFP - World Food Programme 
NGOs -  Non Governmental Organizations 
CCPP - Contagious Caprine Pleuropneumonia 
BoA - Bureau of Agriculture 
USAID - United States Agency for International Development 
CRS - Catholic Relief Service 
PAs - Peasant Associations 
WVI  World Vision International (NGO) 
NMA  National Meteorological Agency 
SC-UK  Save Children United Kingdom 
UNOCHA  United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
MoARD  Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization 
DPPFSCO  Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Food Security Coordination Office 
BoARD  Bureau of Agriculture and Rural Development 
SNNPR - Southern Nations Nationalities And Peoples Region 



 

UN - United Nations 
EMA - Ethiopian Mapping Agency 
FSCB - Food Security Coordination Bureau 
ECS  Ethiopian Catholic Service 
CRDA  Christian Relief and Development Association 
HCS  Hararghe Catholic Secretariat 
ERCS  Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
NCA  Norwegian Church Aid 
FEWS-Net  Famine Early Warning System Network 
IMC  International Medical Corps 
CTC  Community Therapeutic Centers 
SAM  Severe Acute Malnutrition 
GAM  Global Acute Malnutrition 
ToT  Terms of Trade 
TSF/EOS  Therapeutic Supplementary Feeding/Enhanced Outreach Strategy 
GOAL  Irish NGO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Executive Summary 
 
 
Population needing emergency food assistance…………… 
Emergency food requirement in MT…………….………………....... 

Implementing agencies..............................................……. 

2, 579,510 
339,089 
DPPA (Federal and 
Regional), WFP and 
NGOs 

 
 
Weather situation in 2005 in the pastoral areas (Somali and Afar regions, 
Borena Zone of Oromiya and South Omo Zone of the SNNPR) showed a wide 
range of difference.  
 
Deyr (October - December) rain was characterized as near total failure in all Deyr 
benefiting zones of Somali Region (Afder, Liben, Gode, Warder, Korahe, 
Degehabour and Fik). Particularly, the situation in Gode, Afder and Liben zones 
is much worse.  As a result, pasture regeneration and water replenishments were 
poor. Livestock physical condition, milk production and livestock demand on 
market remains very poor. An abnormal internal and external livestock migration 
in search of pasture and water was reported since October 2005.  This 
movement was particularly noted from Liben, Afder and Gode zones. The food 
security situation including water availability is expected to deteriorate 
considerably as the dry season (Jilaal) progresses.  
 
In general, the food security situation in the region, particularly in Afder, Liben 
and parts of Gode has already become worrisome. Consequently, about 1.5 
million people are in need of emergency assistance. In addition to this, there are 
about 638,000 people who are in dire need of water across the region. 
 
There is a plan to start safety net program in the region. However, currently, 
there is no adequate preparation to start the program within the coming few 
months. Because of this full emergency requirements are recommended at least 
for the first half of the year. The need for the second half will be revised and 
updated in July 2006.  
 
Critical shortage of pasture and water was also reported from all parts of Borena 
Zone of Oromiya due to failure of Hageya rains. Water shortage has already 
become alarming in areas of Dire, Teletle, Moyale, and Dugda Dawa woredas. 
Just under similar circumstance with situation in Somali Region, the food security 
situation in the zone is likely to gravely deteriorate in the coming two to three 
months.  
 
The Karma (July to September) rain in Afar was better either fully or partially in 
almost all woredas of the four zones (Zone 1, 3, 4 and 5). But, it is not adequate 
for full replenishment of the water supplies (ponds and Ellas). Hence, the 



 

crop production and market prices) is best analyzed in the context of a detailed 
understanding of local patterns of livelihood and how different types of change 
will affect these. Detailed analyses were completed for each livelihood zone in 
each woreda and the results summed across livelihood zones to obtain a single 
woreda-level result. 
 
The preliminary results of the assessment teams were thoroughly reviewed and 
crosschecked with information available at federal level. In addition, consultative 
discussion with regional food security coordination and agricultural and rural 
development bureaus, particularly with Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP regions 
were also conducted. Furthermore, adequate efforts were made to harmonize 
safety net and emergency beneficiary number and avoid any sort of overlap in 
this regard.  
 
This report provides information on the performance of Meher/Gu/Hagaya rains 
in crop producing and pastoral areas respectively. It also highlights prospect of 
crop and livestock production, pasture and water availability, the food security 
and emergency food requirements in 2006. The report has an Executive 
Summary that indicates the major highlights of the findings of the assessment. 
The body of the report is divided in to two parts. The first part addresses 
situations and food prospects in the pastoral and agro-pastoral areas while the 
second part focuses on the main crop growing regions of the country. Each 
section also contains regional reports which have five topics including: Weather 
Conditions; Agricultural Activities and Crop Production; Water, Pasture and 
Livestock Conditions; Human Health Condition; and Food Security Prospects in 
2006.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PART ONE:  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS IN PASTORAL  
AND AGRO - PASTORAL AREAS 

 
 
1.1  SOMALI REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………..………………………………… 
Projected rural population for mid 2006..........................................................  
Estimated needy population in 2006 ................................................................ 
Needy population as percent of rural population............................................ 
Food aid requirement (MT)…………………………….…………………….. 

9 
4,694,212
1,514,960

32.3%
193,518

 
1.1.1  WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The deyr (October to December) rains that are normally received in seven 
southern zones of the Somali Region, fall in the last quarter of the year. Though 
relatively short as compared to Gu (mid March -  May), the season brings 
medium to heavy precipitations till mid November and slows down to showers in 
the remaining period. As Deyr season precedes, the jilaal (January - March), the 
most difficult and stressful period of the year sets in.  
 
With the exception of Jijija and Shinile zones, all other seven zones in Somali 
Region are Deyr receiving areas. Jijiga and Shinile zones are benefiting from 
Karan (July - September) rain. This year’s deyr rains were described as very 
poor in all zones that normally receive the rain. The season’s rains were limited 
to light showers lasting for few days in some pocket areas and virtually skipping 
most parts of the Region. In addition to their delayed onset by two weeks and 
their early cessation, the Deyr rains have been characterized as much below 
normal in amount and distribution. They were also erratic and insufficient. In most 
Deyr zones, 1-2 days of showers on average were reported. The rains were 
complete failure in Gode, Afder and Liban zones, and to a certain extent in all 
other Deyr receiving zones. The performance of the rains in most parts of the 
region is generally rated as poor to very poor, having major impact on food 
security situation.  
 
Karan rains were erratic and inadequate in most areas of Jijiga and Shinile, 
which normally get the rains during July-September. The rains ceased early in 
the two zones resulting in poor performance of both long and short cycle crops. 
The karan rains were, however, sufficient for pasture regeneration and water 
supply in most parts of these zones and more so in Jijiga. 
 
 
 
 



 

1.1.2 WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS  
The major sources of water in Somali Region are hand-dug shallow wells and 
birkads. This year the water level in shallow wells has declined and rainwater 
harvested in birkads is constantly decreasing due to the failure of Deyr rains. 
Shortage of water is currently at an alarming stage in most zones of the region. 
The most severely affected are Liban, Afder and Gode zones. The available 
water in birkads in Jijiga and Shinile zones has been only estimated to last for 
two months. Overall, 638,000 people are estimated to be in dire need of water 
across the region. This situation is expected to deteriorate further as the dry 
season locally known as "Jilal" progresses. 
 
1.1.3  PASTURE AND BROWSE CONDITION 
 
As Deyr rains performed poorly, the pastoralists in Deyr receiving zones are 
experiencing unsatisfactory pasture regeneration. In few of the areas that 
received relatively better rains particularly woredas that hosted huge livestock 
population are exposed to depletion of scarce resources (pasture and water). An 
earlier sign of stress indicator has been observed already, with abnormal 
livestock migration with large number of herds from parts of neighboring Somalia 
and Kenya already reaching in the region, particularly in Warder, Afder and Liban 
zones. This has already contributed to an early depletion of resources in some 
areas and aggravated the problem. There is also similar concern in all areas 
where livestock concentration is high.  This situation is further aggravated by the 
increased risk of animal disease, which could escalate into epidemic due to the 
high concentration of livestock. 

1.1.4  LIVESTOCK CONDITION 
 
The general physical appearance of livestock is near-normal to normal in most 
areas. To the contrary, in Gode, Afder and Liben zones livestock have become 
emaciated with some deaths of animals reported due to lack of pasture and 
water.  
 
An abnormal extensive livestock migration within the zones started since October 
in search of pasture and water. Migrations across long distances, between 
grazing lands and water points, negatively affects livestock body weights and 
health. In effect, the animals have become weak though no livestock disease 
outbreak was reported. However, there is an increased risk of animal 
epidemic/disease due to the high concentration of livestock. 
 
1.1.5  AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
Crop production entirely failed in all Deyr receiving zones due to poor rains. For 
example, in Shinile Zone, where 20% of population is agro-pastoralists - mainly 
in Erer, Dembal and Miesso woredas - no crop harvest is expected this year. 



 

Similarly, in other Karan rains benefiting areas, where the rains are crucial for 
crop at the stage of grain formation, crop production has partially failed. For 
instance, in Jijiga Zone, it is estimated that 50-70% of the crop production would 
be lost due to poor Karan rain. The prospect of crop production in general is very 
poor in all Deyr receiving zones.  
 
Price of basic grains showed an upward rise following production failure. It is 
anticipated that prices of grains could go very high in the region as a whole in the 
coming long dry season. With respect to livestock, the demand very poor thereby 
leading to very low price.  
 
1.1.6  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS 
 
There are no unusual disease outbreaks reported from Somali Region even 
though prevalence of malaria is at significant level in most of the areas. In Deyr 
receiving zones of Liban, Afder, Degahbur and Gode, watery and bloody diarrhea 
were widely reported.  
 
Cases of measles were also reported in Degahbour and Warder zones as well as 
Hudet woreda of Liban Zone.  Shortage of drugs, medical supplies and skilled 
health personnel are major concerns in most parts of the region. Under this 
circumstance, prevalence of cases of measles is worrying.  An immediate 
support is, therefore needed.  
 
Other drought related diseases such as pneumonia and chronic common cold 
with high fever were also reported in most of the deyr receiving woredas. As 
signs of malnutrition were observed, nutritional surveys have started in Dollo-
Oddo, Hudet, Moyale, Barey, Dollo-bay, East-Imey, Denan, Danot, Gunagado 
and Cherati woredas. There is also a need for assessing the impact of the 
ongoing nutritional programs in West-Imey, Geshamo, Hartasheik and Fafan.  
 
1.1.7  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT IN 2006 
As indicated above, pasture regeneration and water replenishments is poor due 
to inadequate Deyr rains. Pasture has already been depleted in some areas. The 
physical condition of the livestock is reported to be weak. Market demand for 
livestock has seriously declined and price of cereal significantly increased. Terms 
of trade have negatively affected the pastoralist and agro-pastoralists. Prospect 
for crop production is not promising either, which aggravates the already 
deteriorating food security situation. In general, almost all sectors of the economy 
are being directly or indirectly affected by the current poor deyr performance. 
Hence, the food security situation in the region in general is critical. The problem 
is much more serious in Afder, Liben and parts of Gode. As a result, the overall 
food security prospect for the seven deyr and two karan receiving zones of 
Somali Region is much bellow normal. Consequently, about 1.5 million people 
are in need of emergency assistance, while additional 514,000 people need 
close monitoring.  



 

 
There is a plan to start safety net program in the region. However, currently, 
there is no adequate preparation to start the program within the coming few 
months. As a result and due to the critical stage of the food security situation in 
the region, the response is anticipated to be fully covered by the emergency 
program at least for the first half of the year. The need for the second half will be 
revised and updated in July 2006.  
 
 
Table 3:      Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in Somali by 
                    Zone 
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT Zone 
Needy Close 

Monitor 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

Afder 245930 100000 22133.70 6640.20 664.02 2213.46 31651.38

Degehabour 120400 48000 10836.00 3250.80 325.02 1083.60 15495.42
Fiq 223320 117800 20098.80 4571.70 602.88 2009.94 27283.32
Gode 238220 51000 21439.80 6432.06 643.14 2144.10 30659.10
Jijiga 153280 51300 13795.20 4138.68 413.88 1379.64 19727.40
Korahe 131420 62520 11827.80 3548.40 354.78 1182.84 16913.82
Liben 172430 66500 15518.70 4655.70 465.54 1551.96 22191.90
Shinile 122960 0 11066.40 3319.98 331.98 1106.70 15825.06
Warder 107000 17000 9630.00 2889.00 288.84 963.00 13770.84
Total 1514960 514,000 136346.40 39446.52 4090.08 13635.24 193518.24
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1.2  AFFAR REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population January to June 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in 2006 in MT………………………………… 

5 
29 

1,668,444 
54,600 

3.2% 
                        6856

 
1.2.1 WEATHER CONDITION 
 
The main rainy season (locally known as “Karma rains”) normally starts in the 
region at the end of June and ceases around the first week of September. This 
year the on-set was more or less similar to that of the normal periods in most 
parts of the region except in Zone Two, parts of Zone Four, Argoba Woreda of 
Zone Three and Elidar Woreda of Zone One where there was late on-set  by 
more than a month. The cessation was about normal in zones One, Three, Five 
and parts of Zone Four. On the contrary, this year Karma rains ceased early by  
2-3 weeks from the normal period in all woredas in Zone Two, Yallo and Teru 
woredas in Zone Four and parts of Elidar and Dupti woredas in Zone One and 
Argoba Woreda in Zone Three.  
 
With regard to distribution and amount of the rains, Amibara, Awash Fentale, 
Gewane and Buremudaitu woredas in Zone Three, all woredas in Zone One, 
Ewa, Awra and Golina woredas in Zone Four and Semurobi and Fursi woredas in 
Zone Five received better amount of karma rains. The remaining Dulecha 
Woreda in Zone Three, part of Dupti Woreda in Zone One, Artuma, Dewe and 
Telalak woredas in Zone Five and Abaala Woreda in Zone Two were reported to 
have received moderate rains while all woredas of Zone Two except for Abaala 
woreda, four kebeles in Elidar Woreda of Zone One, Argoba Woreda of Zone 
Three and Teru and Yallo woredas in Zone Four received very poor rainfall. 
Dedea rain (light showers of 3-5 days between November and December) also 
failed this year. 
 
Adverse weather conditions like floods towards end of August/05 and volcanic 
eruption in last week of September were reported from Dupti and Asayita 
weredas of Zone One and Teru Woreda of Zone Four respectively.  
 
Generally, the performance of karma rain was better in zones 3, 1 and partially in 
Zone Four and Zone Five while in Zone Two the performance was very poor. 
According to Melkaworer Agricultural Research Center (Amibara woreda, Zone 
Three), the amount of rain received in the year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 
and 2005 was 184.8, 175.6, 89.1, 99, 133.8 and 259 mm respectively which 
implies the performance of Karema rains in year 2005 particularly in Amibara and 
neighboring woredas was better and very high in amount compared to the 
previous years. 



 

 
1.2. 2  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS  
 
Perennial and seasonal rivers, Ellas, ponds, hand dug wells and boreholes are 
the main water sources of the region. Availability of water has improved much 
compared to same time last year in most of woredas in Zone One, Three and 
partially in Zone Four and Five. However, shortage of drinking water both for 
human and livestock is still critical in some woredas where 2005 Karma rain was 
very low. The problem was reported to be critical particularly in Dalol, Berhale 
and Erebti woredas of Zone Two; Teru and Yallo woredas of Zone Four, Elidar 
and part of Dupti woredas of Zone One, Argoba woreda of Zone Three and 
Semurobi woreda of Zone Five. Water rationing was in progress in 4 kebeles of 
Dupti and 2 kebeles of Elidar woredas in Zone One, Dalol and Berhale woredas 
in Zone Two and Teru woreda in Zone Four. Water trucking service in Erepti 
woreda of Zone Two, Yallo woreda of Zone Four and Semurobi woreda of Zone 
Five was interrupted since July 2005 due to lack of operational budget. The 
situation in these areas is reported to be deteriorating and it is recommended that 
water rationing should resume soon. 
    
Pasture and browse situation was reported to be better mainly for browsers in 
most parts. Compared to the amount of rain received in woredas of Zone Three, 
part of Zone Four, Zone One and Five; improvement in pasture and browse 
condition was not sufficient due to consecutive drought years that resulted in little 
or no regeneration of pasture.  There is also weed infestation (prosopis juliflora) 
in most areas of Zone Three and Zone One. Besides, tree locust infestation that 
is feared to reduce the availability of browses was observed in woredas of Zone 
Three and Zone Five since October 2005.  
 
The livestock physical condition particularly of the browsers was reported to have 
improved due to the improved condition of browses in most parts of the region. 
The condition of shoats (goat and sheep) and camel was indicated being much 
better in most parts of the region. Cattle and sheep, however were reported to be 
weak in areas where 2005 karma rains were poor including all woredas in Zone 
Two and Teru and Yallo woredas in Zone Four. Reproduction of cattle and 
availability of milk was also reported to be poor even in areas where good karma 
rains were received due to consecutive droughts and deaths of cattle particularly 
in Zone Four, parts of Zone Two and Zone One last year. Because of the poor 
performance of this year’s karma rains in Zone Two and parts of Zone Four, 
cattle from Dallol, Kuneba and Megale woredas of Zone Two have already 
moved to adjacent woredas of Tigray and from Teru and Yallo woredas of Zone 
Four to Entalo Wajirat woreda and other bordering areas of Tigray region 
respectively. 
 
With regard to livestock diseases, except for unidentified camel disease, no 
animal health problem was reported at epidemic level. Unidentified camel 
disease however, was reported to have killed 2,159 camels in Zone Three and 
Zone Five. Prophylaxis treatment was given to 28,200 camels in the two zones. 



 

On the other hand, availability of veterinary drugs was reported to be critical in all 
visited woredas requiring immediate attention.  
 
1.2.3. AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND CROP PRODUCTION PROSPECTS  
 
Population in Afar region by and large is entirely dependent on livestock and 
livestock products. An exception to this is Argoba woreda of Zone Three that 
depends on crops, about 95% of the people practicing sedentary farming. 
Irrigated and rain fed agriculture is also practiced in some parts of Dupti, Aysaita 
and Afambo woredas in Zone One and Abaala, Dalol and Kuneba woredas in 
Zone Two.  
 
Following the insufficient sugum rains in April and May 2005 and late onset and 
erratic nature of 2005 karma rains, planted crops (sorghum and maize) in 
Kuneba and Dallol woredas were total failure. In Abaala woreda of same zone, 
on the other hand, area planted this year (8252 ha) was reported to have 
increased significantly from previous years’ as the result of better performance of 
karma rains during the initial period of the season. However, due to long dry spell 
in the second half of the season, early cessation and prevalence of pests and 
diseases, the expected production is anticipated to decline considerably (only 
17% of what was estimated). Similarly, in Argoba woreda of Zone Three, only 
22% of the cultivable land was covered with different crops and large shortfalls in 
production was reported mainly due to moisture stress and prevalence of pests 
and diseases. 
 
Regarding Dupti, Afambo and Aysaita woredas in Zone One, crop production is 
limited to areas under irrigation from Awash River. This year, a total of 8707 ha 
(excluding Afambo woreda) were planted mainly with maize (80%). Planted crops 
were at vegetative growth stage during the assessment period and it was found 
to be difficult to estimate production. In general, anticipated production is 
expected to decline as a result of the decreasing volume of Awash River and the 
prevalence of pests (cut worm on maize)..   
 
1.2.4. HUMAN HEALTH CONDITION 
 
Since November 2005, prevalence of measles has been reported from Chifra 
woreda in Zone One and Telalak woreda in Zone Five. Serious cases of malaria 
were also reported in all woredas visited. Furthermore, endemic diseases such 
as upper respiratory truck infection, TB, whopping cough and water borne 
disease were also reported. The situation requires immediate attention.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1.2.5   FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT in 2006  
 
As livelihood of pastoralist population in Afar mainly depends on livestock and 
livestock products, the outcome of these products in turn depend on the 
performance of pasture and water. Sales of livestock and livestock products are 
the mainstay and income sources. Prices of livestock and staple foods in 2005 
were reported to be high compared to same time in 2004. Improvements in 
physical condition of livestock particularly browsers and increases in export 
demand were noted as the main reason for the current rise in the price of 
livestock. With regard to supply and price of staple food (cereals), though the 
relief food distribution has an impact on price stabilization, the current prices 
have shown considerable increases from that of same period last year due to 
short supply of grains from bordering regions. Because of the increased price of 
grains, though the prices of livestock have shown an increasing trend, the terms 
of trade is still not in favor of pastoralist because of low purchasing capacity.  
 
With the exception of woredas in Zone Two, part of Zone Four, and parts of Dupti 
and Elidar woredas in Zone One, the good performance of karma rain in most 
woredas of the region contributed towards replenishment of water sources and 
improved physical condition of livestock particularly for browsers compared to the 
previous years. However, due to consecutive drought years in the past, and 
deaths of livestock last year, reproduction of livestock especially cattle remain 
low. Virtually, availability of milk was reported to be negligible in most areas.  The 
most affected areas include all woredas in Zone Two, Yallo and Teru woredas in 
Zone Four and parts of Elidar and Dupti woredas in Zone One and Argoba 
woreda in Zone Three.  Consequently, over 435,000 people face food shortage. 
Unlike Somali Region, the safety net program is anticipated to start soon in the 
region. Most parts of the needy population are expected to be part of this 
program. Only 54,600 people require emergency food assistance in 2006.  
 
 
 
Table 4:   Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in Affar by Zone 
 
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT Zone 
Needy Close 

Monitoring 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

Zone One 3,000 0 270.00 81.00 8.10 27.00 386.10
Zone Two 30,420 0 2,737.80 822.00 83.04 275.04 3,917.88
Zone Four 21,180 0 1,906.20 397.74 57.18 190.74 2,551.86
Total  54,600 0 4,914.00 1,300.74 148.32 492.78 6,855.84
 
 
 
 



 

1.3  BORENA ZONE (OROMIYA REGION) 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population January to June 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in 2006 in MT ………………………………… 

1 
10 

957,040 
155,000 

0.2 % 
19,949

 
1.3.1 WEATHER CONDITION 
Normally the short rainy season (locally known as “Hageya”) starts in mid-
September and extends through October to end of November. This year, 
however, it was reported to be late by more than a month. It was also erratic and 
seriously inadequate for the regeneration of pasture and replenishment of water 
sources.  The season was dominated by dry spells with only light showers of 
rains on average for 2 – 4 days in some pockets of the zone. The problem is 
reported to be very critical in most areas in Moyale, Dirre and Taltalie woredas. 
These include 6 kebeles (Guchi, Gofa, Dambi, Argane, Mudi-Amba and Maddo) 
in Moyale woreda and 5 (Dillo, Goray, Erder, Arbale and Magado) in Dirre 
woreda and 2 (Marmaro and Horbate) in Teltele woreda. Some of these Kebeles 
were reported to receive no rains throughout the season. 
 
1.3.2  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITION 
Due to the failure of Haggaya rains in most parts of the zone, many ponds were 
reported to have dried up. The volume of available water in traditional deep wells 
and pumped wells was reduced drastically. Availability of water both for human 
and livestock consumption was reported to be critical and even alarming in some 
areas including 7 kebeles in Moyale, 5 in Dire, 2 in Teltele and some parts of 
Dugda Dawa woredas of the zone. These areas were reported to require 
immediate water intervention.  
 
In general, 2005 Haggaya rain was very poor for regeneration of pasture and 
water. In some areas the rains were missing badly affecting areas that had below 
normal Ganna rains. The grazing areas in some kebeles in Dirre, Moyale and 
Teltele were observed dusty without pasture during the assessment. These 
include  Magado, Arbale, Melbana, Erder, Dillo, Goray and Gobso in Dirre 
Woreda, Marmaro; Horbate and Sarite in Teltele Woreda and Tuqa, Arganie, 
Dambi, Muda-Ambo and Maddo in Moyale woreda. Apparently, livestock from 
Erder, Arable and Magagdo areas have already migrated unusually earlier than 
normal to areas bordering Arero Woreda. Livestock from eastern parts of Dirre 
have also moved to Yabello Woreda. Because of the effects of the drought in 
Northern Kenya, many pastoralists were reported to have also moved their herds 
into Borena Zone and these animals are now concentrated in areas along the 
border. This situation is expected to accelerate early depletion of the meager 
resources in these areas.  



 

 
Pasture and water situation have become worrisome in some parts of Dirre, 
Moyale and Teltele. The livestock physical condition is poor and deaths of cattle 
(especially calves, aged and pregnant cows), goats and donkeys have been 
reported from some areas in Dirre (especially Magado), Moyale and Teltele 
woredas. Currently livestock product (milk, butter and others) is reported 
negligible.  
 
With regard to diseases, no unusual outbreaks were reported. However, the 
endemic diseases such as CCPP on goats, internal and external parasites   and 
diarrhea could aggravate the deteriorating physical condition of livestock 
according to the report. It was reported that deterioration of livestock physical 
condition will be aggravated unless immediate measure is taken to control the 
opportunistic diseases. Lack of veterinary personnel and veterinary drugs was 
noted as major problem by all woredas visited and these need immediate 
attention. 
 

1.3.3 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
Due to the late on-set of Haggaya rains, area planted with crops was not 
adequate. Planted crops were only limited to some pocket areas where there 
were few days of showers. These crops were observed to be wilting in Moyale, 
Dirre and Teltele at the time of the assessment. In general, this year crop 
performance was rated as poor. 
 

1.3.4 HUMAN HEALTH CONDITION 
There were no reports of unusual disease outbreaks at epidemic level. However, 
the endemic diseases such as malaria, diarrhea, dry cough (influenza) and 
malnutrition problem among children, aged people, pregnant and lactating 
mothers were reported in all visited kebeles of Moyale, Dirre, Teltele and Dugda-
Dawa.  Lack of drugs and health workers were noted as serious problem 
requiring immediate attention. 
 

1.3.5  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS FOR 2006 
 The food security situation in the zone has generally become worrisome. In 
some parts of Moyale, Dirre and Teltele it is even reported to be alarming. The 
food security situation in the zone has deteriorated considerately. Price of grains 
was reported to have increased by 40% -45% from same time last year while the 
shoats’ price declined by 20% - 25% for goats and 30% - 35% for sheep due to 
their deteriorating physical condition. Currently, terms of trade are very 
unfavorable to the herders. 
 
Deaths of livestock (calves, aged and pregnant cows) have also been noted from 
some parts of the most affected woredas of Moyale, Dirre and Teltele.  
 



 

Signs of malnutrition on children, aged people and mothers were also observed 
in most areas visited. In collaboration with CARE the Agency has started 
conducting nutrition surveys in Dire, Moyale and Teletele woredas of Borena 
Zone. Similar type of survey will start very soon in Arero Woreda. Besides, 
immediate provision of CSB and oil for children, pregnant and lactating mothers 
is recommended.  
 
In a related issue, 7 kebels in Moyale Woreda, 5 kebeles in Dirre woreda and 2 in 
Teltele woreda and some parts in Dugda Dawa woreda require emergency water 
intervention as of December. Immediate action should also be taken with regard 
to the provision of drugs and veterinary services in most affected woredas.  
 

Due to cumulative effect of the entire above noted circumstance, about 155,000 
people are estimated to require emergency relief food assistance. Additionally 
about 100,000 people will also require close monitoring. Furthermore, immediate 
provision of CSB and oil for children, pregnant mother and lactating mothers is 
also recommended as early as possible. See table 6 on page 35 on affected 
population and food aid requirement in 2006 under Oromiya Region. 
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1.4  SOUTH OMO ZONE (SNNPR) 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population January to June 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

1 
6 

970,166 
0 
0 
0

 
1.4.1 WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The onset of the Meher rains was on time in South Omo Zone. However, distribution and 
amount was below average even though it was better than that of the pervious year. There 
was a long dry spell between mid August and the first week of September.  Performance of the 
rain improved and rated as good in amount and distribution from the second week of 
September till mid October. There was no occurrence of weather abnormalities during the 
season in all woredas of the zone. 
 
1.4.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
The major Meher crops are maize and sorghum. Both maize and sorghum were planted on 
time. Area planted was close to average.  Despite the dry spell and the erratic distribution for 
few weeks, the performance of both agricultural activities and crops were good. As a result, 
current year’s production is expected to be higher by 20-50% compared to the base year 2003. 
 
1.4.3 WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
The population in South Omo Zone is dominantly agro pastoral and pastoral.  Due to good 
performance of this year’s Belg rains followed by sufficient rain during the Meher season, there 
is very good pasture and water regeneration.  Although there was a dry spell during the Meher 
season and the distribution overall was erratic, it was sufficient for pasture and water 
regeneration.   Physical condition of livestock is good. There are no unusual animal diseases 
in the zone either.   
 
1.4.4  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS 
 
There is no outbreak of human disease in the zone. However there is a fear of malaria 
outbreak in the near future. 
 
1.4.5 FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT FOR THE YEAR 2006 
 
The availability of pasture and water that will sustain the livestock until the coming rainy 
season coupled with good market price for livestock that favors pastoralists and agro 
pastoralists implies good food security prospect for the population.  
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PART TWO:  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS IN CROP DEPENDENT AREAS 
 
 
2.1 TIGRAY REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

5 
35 

98 % 
4,447,262 

0 
0 % 

0
 
2.1.1  WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
Meher season, which is classified into two as Azmera and Tsidya, is the most 
important season in Tigray Region. More than 95 % of the crop is produced 
during this season. Azmera rains normally start in mid March and are essential 
for long cycle crops such as sorghum, maize and millet. Tsidiya rains which 
normally start around mid June are important for the short cycle crops such as 
barley, wheat, hanfets (mixture of wheat and barley) and teff. 

 
Overall, the weather has considerably improved this year as compared to the 
previous 5 years. However, there were some woredas that had extended dry 
spell and early cessation of the rain affecting some crop. It is worth stating that 
when looking at long-term Meher rainfalls, among the 14 woredas with complete 
rainfall records, eight woredas had above the long-term average rainfall. 

 
Azmera rain was late by at least two weeks in Enderta, Hintalo Wajirat, Ofla, 
Erob, Gulo Mekheda, Tselemtee, T/Koraro, L/Adiabo and Ahferom woredas.  
Fortunately Enderta, Ofla and highlands of Hintalo wajirat woredas had few long 
cycle crops and were less affected by the delay of Azmera rains. Long cycle 
crops were affected in lowlands of Hintalo Wajirat, Raya Azebo, and Erob and 
Gulo Mekheda woredas. The amount and distribution of rain improved in April 
and May contributing towards recovery of the long cycle crops.   

 
Tsidya rain started on time in almost all woredas except in Raya Azebo and 
Hintalo Wajirat woredas of Southern Zone and Erob, Gulo Mekheda and Kilte 
Awlaelo woredas of Eastern Zone. Sobiya area (Gulo Mekheda) received no rain 
in June, only 2 days in August and none in September. Similarly, five kebeles in 
Hintalo Wajirat (Adikeyih area) bordering Raya Azebo woreda as well as Raya 



 25

Azebo and Kilte Awlaelo woredas received only 1 to 3 days of rain respectively in 
June.  Moreover, in August heavy rain and hailstorm that damaged crops 
occurred in 24 woredas. Additionally, at the end of October 2005, an unusual rain 
in the highland flooded some localized areas in Alamata Woreda 
 
2.1.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
Land preparation started in March for long cycle crops and Hagay teff while it 
started in mid June for the short cycle ones and Tsidya teff. In general, planting 
was on time for both types of crops in most of the woredas visited.  
 
As the result of good rains, this year’s cultivated area increased in all zones as 
compared to the previous five year average. Out of the 747,000 hectares 
planned for Meher season, a total of 733,000 hectares was planted with different 
crops. The performance of both Azmera and Tsidya crops has been good as 
compared to the five year average. The current harvest is more than double of 
the average yield of the previous five years. Eastern Zone had the lowest harvest 
as compared with others due to the early cessation of Meher rains in most 
woredas.  However, the production of the zone is still above the previous five 
years zonal average. North Western Tigray on the other hand received the 
record harvest in the region.  
 
Exceptions were some pockets in areas bordering Afar Region where the rainfall 
performance was not as good.  Abnormal cessation of Meher rains and long dry 
spell during the months of June and July, in parts of some woredas resulted in 
lower performance of crops. This was the case for Raya Azebo, Alamata, Hintalo 
Wajirat woredas of Southern Zone, Erob and Gulo Mekheda woredas of Eastern 
Zone and Kiltewlaelo woreda.  
 
2.1.3  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
The performance of both Belg and Meher seasons was poor during the past 
three years and in particular in 2004. As a result, pasture availability was very 
poor until the beginning of Meher 2005. Since March 2005, pasture and water 
situation has improved substantially. However, some woredas in the lowland 
areas reported reduced biomass production of maize, teff and sorghum as 
compared to previous years. This production is used as hay for fodder during the 
dry season for the livestock. Therefore, although the overall pasture seems 
currently sufficient, it might not be the case in the coming months, in woredas 
such as Raya Azebo and Hintalo Wajirat that are affected by decrease of the 
production. 
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No livestock disease epidemic and unusual livestock movement was reported 
during the last six months. Currently livestock physical condition is good across 
the region. The terms of trade (cereal – livestock) has been considered good this 
past year despite increase of both livestock and cereals prices.  
 
2.1.4  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS  
 
There was no any report of human disease to an epidemic level. However, all 
lowland woredas reported high incidence of malaria during June 2005. This 
situation had negative effect on the planting activities of short cycle crops by 
depleting labor.  
No nutritional survey was conducted recently in the region. Screening exercise to 
identify children under five as well as pregnant and lactating women affected by 
moderate and severe acute malnutrition was, however, undertaken in June 2005. 
The screening was part of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme, 
which is one component of the Enhanced Outreach Strategy (TSF/EOS). The 
screening was undertaken in 31 woredas of Tigray Region and contributed to the 
identification of 58,517 malnourished children under five and 29,051 
malnourished pregnant and lactating women leading to a total of 87,568 
beneficiaries eligible for supplementary feeding ration. According to the TSF/EOS 
screening results, Kola Tembien was considered as area of concern; 22 % of the 
children under five screened were affected by moderate acute malnutrition while 
7 % were affected by severe acute malnutrition. Woredas such as Werie Lehe, 
Ahferom and Mereb Lehe also reported high percentage of screened population 
affected by acute malnutrition, which required further investigation and follow-up.  
 

2.1.5  FOOD SECURITY PROSEPECT FOR THE YEAR 2006 
 
The food security situation in Tigray Region is very complex. The region has 
been affected by recurrent drought during the last ten years. The arable land had 
been slowly depleted and currently has low productivity. There are also currently 
limited options for income generation apart from crop production. This is due to 
both limited trade at the border and under development of industry and other 
services. Finally, food production in Tigray is almost fully dependant on Meher 
crop production; Belg production contributes only to an insignificant proportion of 
the annual food production. 
For the 2006 harvest season, the overall food security prospect looks good due 
to satisfactory rainfalls and consequent crops performance in 2005. As a result of 
the climatic improvements during the Azmera /Tsidya in 2005, the food security 
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situation is foreseen to be better in 2006 in most woredas of Central, N/Western, 
Southern and Eastern Zones of the region than in the past five years. In most 
woredas Azmera rain started as early as February and continued well until April. 
The performance of long cycle crops such as Sorghum was good. Although the 
rainfall and crop performance is estimated to be good as compared to the past 
five years, the region is far from being food self sufficient. There are pockets of 
exception in the highland woredas and lowland woredas bordering Afar Region 
where the rainfall performance was not as good. Households’ income from 
livestock has also become very minimal since most people in the lowland areas 
already lost their livestock due to recurrent drought in the past consecutive years. 
This in turn was cause for food shortage and requires assistance sometimes 
during the year. However, due to the main reason that, the underling cause of 
food insecurity in the region, as a whole is chronic, the food need of the region in 
general is supposed to be covered by the safety net program.  
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2.2 AMHARA REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

10 
106 

85 – 90 % 
20,432,491 

154,700 
2% 

26,667
 
2.2.1  WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The onset of Meher rain was almost on time and the amount and distribution was 
normal in most parts of Amhara Reion.  The mid and high land areas of North 
Gonder, South Gonder, East Gojam, and Oromiya zones received prolonged 
Meher rains until October. There were exceptions in some areas of North Shewa, 
low land pocket areas of South Gonder, North Wello, Wag Hamra especially in 
Ziquala Woreda where the onset was delayed by at least one week. The 
distribution of rain was erratic and inadequate in areas bordering Afar such as 
lowland areas of North Wello, Oromiya, Abay and Beshilo water shed of South 
Wello zones and in low land areas of Ankober Woreda of North Shewa. Similar 
phenomenon was also reported in pocket areas of North and South Gonder and 
Ziquala Woreda of Wag Hamra zones. Dry spell was reported in July in most 
parts of North & South Wello, Wag Hamra and Ankober Woreda of North Shewa 
zones.  Cessation of rain was normal in most woredas except in lowland areas of 
North Shewa, South Wello, North Wello, North Gonder, South Gonder and Wag 
Hamra zones.   
 
Adverse situation such as hailstorm and flood was reported in some pocket areas 
of North Wello (Wadla and Meket), in Ziquala and Sekota of Wag Hamra; some 
pocket areas of North Gonder (Debark, Janamora and Gonder Zuria), East 
Gojam and South Wello. Moreover, in high land areas of Dabat, Wegera and 
Debark woredas excessive rain during 2nd and 3rd week of July that created water 
logging problem was reported. Similarly, in North Wello, untimely rain also 
occurred for about 3 days in November.  
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2.2. 2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND CROP PRODUCTION PROSPECT 
 
Following timely onset of Meher rain and good precipitation received during the 
Belg season, land preparation and planting were completed at the normal time in 
most zones of the region. However, due to erratic nature and occurrence of dry 
spell, teff plantation was delayed in some woredas of North Gonder, North Wello, 
North Shoa, Wag Hamra, Oromiya and South Wello zones. The total planted 
land in the region was slightly higher (102%) than last year (2004) but only 85 % 
of the five years average.  
 
This year the Meher production prospect was rated good for most of the zones 
due to favorable rainfall condition. However, the moisture stress that occurred 
during the maturity stages of main crops caused considerable yield reduction 
especially in the low land areas of the region. Significant production loses also 
occurred as a result of Pest and diseases, hailstorm, flooding and weeds. The 
types of pests that affected the crops were Wello Bush Cricket, Stalk Borers and 
Ball Worm. Major losses were recorded in South Wello Zone (49%), Wag Hamra 
(39%), North Wello (29%) and Oromiya (20%) zones. The major affected crops 
were sorghum, teff and pulses.  
 
Despite the above adverse situation the overall production performance was 
satisfactory. In general, this year Meher crop production is estimated to be 5 % 
and 13 % above 2004 and five years average production respectively.  
 
2.2.3 WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
The last good Belg precipitation coupled with Meher rain improved the pasture 
and water availability. However, low lands of Adiarkay and East Belesa, of North 
Gonder and areas bordering Afar in Oromya zones, Kobo, Gubalafto of North 
Wello and Ankober Woreda of North Shoa zones are currently facing shortage of 
pasture. The situation in these areas need close monitoring. Influx of Afar cattle 
is reported to Worebabu and Kalu woredas of South Wello Zone and this is 
reported as a major threat to kebeles bordering Afar.  
 
There was sporadic incidence of anthrax, blackleg, pasteurolosis and sheep pox 
diseases in all zones of the region, which were currently put under control. 
However, there was report of unknown disease on shoats in two PAs of Wogedi 
Woreda, South Wello Zone. Also, African Horse sickness disease in Tach Gayint 
Woreda of South Gonder Zone was not alleviated due to shortage of vaccine.  
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There is no serious shortage of water reported in most zones of the region 
except in Kobo of North Wello, in lowland areas of Wag Hamra, in Tselemt of 
Adiarkay and low land areas of East Belesa bordering Tekeze River. Potable 
water sources of Mota and Dejen towns of East Gojam were also reported 
depleting which is going to be a serious problem. 
 
2.2.4 MARKET CONDITIONS 
 
In most areas of the region price of grain is high when compared to the normal 
trend of price as well with the same time last year. The increment is much higher 
in lowlands of the region with the exception of Wag Hamra and North Wello that 
shows a slight decline since the beginning of November 2005 because of fresh 
harvest. The main reasons for the rise of prices and increasing demands are due 
to the high-inflow of cash through PSNP and other food security programs, the 
low level of relief food supply in 2005, the low Meher harvest in 2004 and due to 
the intervention of different food security packages. Similarly, the current 
livestock price reached its highest level as compared to the same time of the 
previous years. The high price is attributed to increasing number of traders, the 
government livestock package programs and the newly constructed feeder roads 
that link other regions/major towns, etc. Regarding the terms of trade (ToT) the 
values of exchanging one shoat verses grain have significantly favored the 
farmers unlike both grain and livestock prices are consistently increasing across 
the region.  
 
2.2.5  HEALTH AND NUTRITION  
 
With the exception of Kala Azar in Libo Kemkem of South Gonder and endemic 
malaria cases in lowland parts of the region, no major diseases were 
encountered. Woreda officials reported that some people have died before the 
health center managed to do diagnosis of Kala Azar disease. So far, about 775 
people were registered and received treatment and at the moment 285 patients 
were admitted at the health centre. But the capacity of the health center is limited 
to provide adequate treatment. 
 
During the last six months, signs of malnutrition were observed in Adiarkay, 
Debark, Janamora, Tach Armacho, and Goner Zuria woredas.  However, survey 
data is not available on the degree and level of malnutrition. In Ankober, woreda 
officials reported 14 children with clinical edema and 88 children with severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) during the EOS screening campaign. In response to the 
result of the alarming nutritional survey conducted last June in Sekota, Dehana 
and Ziquala of Wag Hamra Zone SC-UK started nutrition intervention (plumpy 
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net) beginning November 2005 for malnourished under-five children and 
lactating/pregnant mothers.  

 

2.2.6  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT FOR 2006 
 

The performance of rainfall during the last Meher season was better as 
compared to the last couple of years in its onset, amount, and distribution. 
However, lowland and pocket areas of South and North Wello, North Shoa, 
Oromiya and Wag Hamra zones had early cessation of rain. Moreover, these 
areas had significant amount of crop damage due to pest infestation. Although, 
the production prospect mainly in the highland and mid land areas of the region 
is estimated to be good, on the contrary considerable food gaps and needs were 
identified due to significant crop loses in lowland and pocket areas of North and 
South Wello, Wag Hamra, Oromiya, North Shoa and North Gonder zones. 
Currently, the physical performance and quality of livestock product is better than 
the past years as there is better availability of pasture and water except lowland 
areas of North and South Wello and Oromiya zones.  

 
Considering the Meher production losses in few pocket areas that are largely 
attributed to pest and diseases, moisture stress and other weather related 
adversities, about 154,700 people are estimated to be in need of emergency food 
assistance in 2006. Additionally, about 51,500 people are estimated to be under 
close monitoring in all the zones.  
 
Table 5: Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in Amhara by  
               Zone  
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT  
Zone Needy Close 

Monitoring 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

 
N.Gonder 

 
3,100 0 279.00 0.00 8.34

 
27.90 315.24

N. Shewa  27,800 7,800 3,513.00 963.90 105.39 351.30 4,933.59
N.Wello 87,700 0 1,906.20 397.74 57.18 190.74 2,551.86
S.Wello 22,100 22,000 2,145.00 643.50 64.32 216.00 3,088.80
W.Hamra 16,000 6,700 2,160.00 648.00 64.80 216.00 3,088.80
Total  154,700 51,500 18,769.50 5,457.15 562.99 1,876.95 26,666.59
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2.3  OROMIYA REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

12 
167 

85-90 % 
24,677,609 

733,780 
3% 

965,531
 
2. 3.1  WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The onset of 2005 Meher rain was timely in most parts of the region except in the 
lowland areas of Liben, Bale, Arsi, most woredas of East and West Hararghe, 
Fentale and Boset woredas of East Shoa Zone. The performance of the rain in 
general has been better than that of the previous year in most areas of the region 
although its irregular distribution in some areas during July to October had 
significant negative impact on both long and short cycle crops. Extended dry 
spells were reported during the months of April in Siraro, July in Shashemene, 
Arsi Negele, and Boset woredas of East Shewa and in the lowland areas of Arsi.  
 
Adverse weather conditions such as excessive rain and hailstorm were reported 
in Abichu and Dera, Wuchale and Jida woredas of North Shewa Zone, Gololcha, 
Shirka and Hitosa woredas of Arsi Zone, Agarfa woreda of Bale Zone and Siraro 
woreda of East Shewa causing 10-100 % crop damages.  
     
 
2. 3.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
As a result of good Meher rains in 2005, land preparation and planting were 
timely in almost all woredas except in the lowlands of East and West Hararghe 
zones where it was delayed up to one month. Generally, area cultivated has 
substantially increased as compared to last year as well as to the past 5 years 
average in all woredas. 
 
The production data obtained from most of the woredas and zones indicates an 
increase in expected crop production as compared to last year and the past 3-5 
years average. For instance, Arsi zone reported about 6 % and 55 % more than 
last year and 5 years average production respectively. The reasons behind this 
production increment were significant increase in cultivated land, increased 
supply and utilization of agricultural inputs and good performance of Meher rains. 
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However, in the lowlands and in some pocket highland areas significant yield 
reductions were reported because of adverse weather condition (hailstorm), 
delay in onset and early cessations of rain and increased incidences of pests and 
diseases. 
 
2.3.3  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
The physical condition and performance of livestock in the region as a whole is 
good owing to the improved availability of water and pasture following the better 
performance of Meher rains. Exceptions were lowland areas of East Hararghe, 
Bale, Arsi and Guji zones where there is severe shortage of water and pasture 
for livestock. Even at this early period, people are starting to move in search of 
water and pasture for their livestock from these areas. Furthermore, pastoralists 
in Liben Woreda in Borena Zone and Fentale in East Shewa lack access to the 
usual grazing areas due to tribal conflicts. 
 
Outbreaks of Lumpy Skin Disease in Meyu and Gola Oda woredas of East 
Hararghe, CCPP and Lumpy Skin Diseases in Goro, Meda Wolabo and Liben 
woredas of Guji Zone were reported during the last 6 months. Besides, there was 
increasing incidence of endemic diseases like Black leg and Pasteurollosis in 
East Hararghe Zone and in Siraro Woreda of East Shewa. Control measures are 
underway although reportedly inadequate. 
 
2.3.4  MARKET CONDITIONS 
 
No distress sale of livestock and abnormal market situation was reported in the 
region. However, increased supply and price of grains was reported in most 
woredas. Exception are some woredas of West Hararghe and East Shewa zones 
where it remains stable. Local purchases of grain by cooperatives, government 
and NGOs; and cash injections by PSNP are the main factors listed for the 
increase in the price of grains. Similarly, livestock price has increased mainly due 
to increased demand by meat processing industries and because of continued 
border trade particularly in East Hararghe Zone.  
 
2.3 .5  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS 
 
In the past six months, the only disease reported at an epidemic level was scurvy 
in Goro woreda of Bale Zone, which is now under control. However, increased 
incidences of endemic diseases were reported in some woredas. These include 
Relapsing Fever in Girar Jarso and Yaya Gulele woredas, Malaria in Hidebu 
Abote Woreda of East Shewa Zone. 
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Nutrition surveys conducted in Kuni and Daro Lebu woredas of West Hararghe 
by IMC in June and July 2005 indicated poor level of malnutrition (GAM) 6.1% 
and SAM 0.1%, GAM 6.5% and SAM 0.7%, respectively). The admition rate in 
CTC established by GOAL and CARE in Girawa, Bedeno, Kurfachele and Fedis 
woredas revealed a decreasing trend. Merlin conducted two nutrition surveys in 
Dodota Sire and Ziway Dugda woreas in July. The Global and Severe 
Malnutrition rates were 9.5% and 1.3% in the former 7.2% and 1.2% in the latter. 
 
2.3.6 FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS IN 2006 
 
The Meher rain generally performed much better than previous years in North 
Shewa, midland and highland areas of Guji, Bale, Arsi, West Hararghe, East 
Welega, South West Shewa, West Shewa zones and almost in all zones in the 
western part of the region. As a result, surplus crop productions are expected 
from these areas.  
 
However, in East Hararghe, East Shewa and lowland areas of Bale, Arsi and in 
Liben Woreda of Guji, the amount of Meher rain received this year was 
inadequate and it was characterized by different pattern of rain and resultant 
effects. These are   late onset and early withdrawal in Boset and Fentale 
woredas of East Shewa, lowlands of Bale and Arsi, most parts of East Hararghe 
and Liben Woreda in Guji Zone; extended dry spell in pocket areas of Fentale, 
Boset, Siraro, Shashemene, Arsi Negele and Adami Tulu woredas of East 
Shewa, in the lowlands of West Hararghe and in lowland parts of Arsi ; and poor 
performance of rains, insect and pest infestation and recurrent conflict in Doba 
and Meisso woredas. 
 
In the highland and midland areas, adverse weather conditions like excessive 
rain and hailstorm were also reported in Siraro, Agarfa, Abichu, Dera, Wuchale 
Jida, Kercha woredas of East Shewa, Bale and Guji zones. 
 
All these together with persistent chronic problems contributed to the 
deteriorating food security situation in a number of woredas in the region. Hence, 
a total of 733,780 people are estimated to be in need of emergency food aid and 
nearly 234,200 people are in need of close monitoring as of January 2006. The 
summary of needy population by zone is shown in the following table. 
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Table 6:         Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in Oromiya  
                       by Zone 
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT Zone 
Needy Close 

Monitor 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

Arsi 103300 7000 11596.50 2396.70 347.79 1159.65 15500.64
Bale 60780 4000 5655.90 1696.77 169.67 565.59 8087.93
Borena 155000 5000 13950.00 4185.00 418.50 1395.00 19948.50
E.Harareghe 219630 156600 24039.75 1907.09 721.02 2404.16 29072.02
E.Shoa 26110 29900 2974.65 513.18 89.25 297.51 3874.59
Guji 20000 0 2100.00 0 63.00 210.0-0 2373.00

W.Harareghe 148960 31700 15640.80 0 469.21 1564.22 17674.23

Total  733780 234200 75957.60 10698.74 2278.44 7596.13 96530.91
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 36

2.4 SOUTHERN NATIONS, NATIONALITIES and PEOPLES REGION  
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

12 
97 

Over 60% 
14,025,138 

35,910 
0.02% 

4529
 
2.4.1 WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
Both Belg and Meher seasons rains were rated to be good and better than the 
previous years favoring agricultural activities in most woredas of the region. 
There were however various adversities in some parts of the region. 
 
The lowland parts of Mirab Abaya , Kucha  and Kemeba woredas of Gamo Gofa 
Zone, Isara Tocha, Mareka, Gena Bosa and Loma woredas of Dawro Zone and 
Angacha and Kedia Gamela  woredas of Kembata Timbaro Zone received below 
average rains.  Parts of Wolayita Zone and Alaba and Derashe special woredas 
received below average rains in the months of June and July. In Alaba and 
Derashe special woredas the performance of the rains during this time was much 
below average causing a dry spell for two months.  
 
On the other hand, most woredas of Guraghe and Silti zones received 
continuous rains where there had been no significant dry spell between end of 
Belg and starting of Meher seasons. Meskan, Mareko and Sodo woredas of 
Guraghe Zone, Dalocha, Silti, Lanfro and Sankura woredas of Silti Zone and 
Humbo Woreda of Wolayita Zone received excessive rains in July and most of 
August accompanied by flooding and hailstorm.  The rains ceased in early 
September in Silti Zone after the heavy falls in July and August. 
 
2.4.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
The performance of Meher crops has been generally above average in the region 
due to the favorable rains. Wolayita Zone for example that faces repeated years 
of low production generally obtained good production this year except for a few 
pocket areas like Humbo Woreda where flooding occurred and caused many 
households to be displaced. There are however, significant shortfalls in 
production in parts of the region related to mainly the performance of the rains.   
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The lowlands of Mirab Abaya , Kucha  and Kemeba woredas of Gamo Gofa 
Zone, Isara Tocha, Mareka, Gena Bosa and Loma woredas of Dawro Zone and 
Angacha, Kedia Gamela  woredas of Kembata Timbaro Zone and Derashe 
special Woreda that faced moisture stress during the season  had lower than 
average production.  Maize was the most affected crop by the moisture stress. 
Some fields were replanted by wheat and other crops that have better resistance 
to moisture stress but have lower yield. 
 
The woredas that had excess rain during the months of July and August were 
also negatively affected. In Meskan and Mareko woredas of Guraghe Zone. 
Shashego Woreda of Hadiya Zone and Dalocha, Silti and Lanfro Woredas of Silti 
Zone, planting of long cycle crops mainly maize was affected. It also caused 
significant reduction in the yield of pepper. Pepper is a very important source of 
income in these woredas and covers a significant portion of the production. Parts 
of all of these woredas are under the Alaba Mareko lowland pepper livelihood 
zone.  
 
Performance of coffee in the dominantly coffee growing woredas of Wenago and 
Kochere is not good this year because of moisture stress at the flower bearing 
stage during the Belg season.  The production of coffee in KT Zone is also not 
good for the same reason. 
 
2.4.3.   WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
Overall pasture and water availability is normal and livestock are found in good 
physical condition. Other than the endemic livestock diseases such as anthrax, 
blackleg, pasteurellosis there was an outbreak of Trypanosomiasis in low-lying 
areas of Isara Tocha, Gena Bosa and Mareka of Dawro Zone that killed about 
97,336 cattle and 4,123 shoats until the time of assessment. The regional 
government has taken a control measure to lessen the death of livestock but was 
not completely controlled. 
 
2.4.4  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS 
 
The overall human health situation is normal. There are no unusual disease 
outbreaks.  Malaria occurred in the lowland areas as usual and control measures 
have been undertaken. There is however, an increase in the admission rate of 
malnourished children in Dalocha Woreda health centre.  The situation needs 
further investigation and appropriate measures should be taken as both 
Community Therapeutic Centres and (CTC) and the Enhanced Outreach 
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Strategy (EOS) programmes are ongoing in the woreda and therefore an 
increase in the rate of malnutrition is not expected at this time of the year. 
 
2.4.5 FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT FOR THE YEAR 2006 
 
According to the results of the household livelihood baseline survey, the major 
sources of food for all livelihood zones are their own production, livestock 
products and purchase. Since the overall performance of the rains and the crop 
production prospect was good this year, the performance of all of these sources 
of food is expected to be good.  The very poor and poor households in particular 
buy most of their food using income from labor.  The availability of labor work and 
the payment for labor is expected to remain good in 2006.  Therefore, overall the 
food security prospect for the coming year is expected to be good.   
 
The chronically food insecure part of the population however, expect to have 
food deficit despite the good performance of the season.  In addition to the 
chronically food insecure, woredas that had some adverse weather conditions 
will require emergency assistance.  These are the lowlands parts of Sidama 
Zone and parts of Angacha in KT that faced moisture stress and lost most of their 
harvest would also require emergency assistance to fulfill their food gap. 
 
Markeo Woreda of Guraghe Zone that had excess rain during the months of July 
and August  had significant reductions in maize and pepper production. This 
woreda will not be able to fulfill its food requirements on its own and would 
require external assistance in 2006. Generally, the population needing 
emergency assistance is estimated at 35,910 while additional 14,600 people 
need close monitoring. 
 
 Table 7:       Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in SNNPR by  
                      Zone 
 
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT Zone 
Needy Close 

Monitor 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

Dawro 0 4,600 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Gurage 2,070 0 186.30 55.92 5.58 18.66 266.46 
KT 3,430 0 308.70 0.00 9.24 30.90 348.84 
Sidama 30410 10000 2736.90 821.10 82.08 273.72 3913.80 
Total 35910 14600 3231.90 877.02 96.90 323.28 4529.10 
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2.5 Dire DAWA ADMISTRATION COUNCIL 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

1 
1 

100 % 
127,398
31,160

25%
4009

 
 
2.5.1  WEATHER CONDITION 

 
The region receives both Belg and Meher rains but Meher is crucial for crop 
production. The performance of 2005 rain in general has been better than that of 
the previous year although its irregular distribution during July and early 
cessation had significant negative impact on the production of the long cycle 
crops. The normal onset and distribution was useful not only for the good 
performance of crops but also improved regeneration of pasture and 
replenishment of water sources.  
 
2.5.2  AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND CROP PERFORMANCE  
 
Cultivation and plantation of crop was completed on time as a result of the 
conducive weather this year. The main types of crops are Sorghum and Maize. 
Cultivated land in 2005 (12645 ha) increased as compared to last year (12028 
ha). However, only 63 % was harvested. Factors attributed for the reduction of 
crop production include: moisture stress due to dry spells, early cessation of rain 
and pest infestation (Stalk bores, Aphids sorghum ear head bug & boll warm).  
 
2.5.3  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITION 
 
Traditional Ellas, springs, hand-dug wells and shallow wells were the main 
sources of water in the administrative council. Currently, there is no problem of 
water supply for human and livestock consumption except two PAs (Byo-
Bishumbe and Jeledesa) that have critical water shortages. Currently physical 
condition of livestock is normal and availability of milk and milk products are 
relatively satisfactory as compared to last year. No unusual outbreak diseases of 
livestock. 
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2.5.4.  MARKET CONDITION 
  
The price of grain and livestock at Dire Dawa market continues to be high as 
compared to that of the past year.  This is mainly due to continued border trade 
and increased demand from meat processing industries in the country in the 
case of livestock.  In spite of the harvest season the price of sorghum, which is 
staple food in the area has not significantly gone down contrary to what is 
observed in the past normal years.   
 
2.5.5.  HUMAN HEALTH CONDITION 
 
No reports of major human disease at epidemic level. 
 
2.5.6 FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT IN 2006 
 
Considering all indicators into account, the assessment result points out that a 
total of 31,160 people would need emergency assistance for the coming six 
months (March-August) and about 3,000 need close monitoring in the 25 
Kebeles. The Total food requirement is estimated to be 4,009 tones. 
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2.6  HARARI REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

1 
1 

85-90% 
72,593 

0 
0 
0

               
2. 6.1  WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
The Region benefits from both Belg and Meher rainy seasons. Normally, Meher 
rain starts in the first week of June and ceases in the first week of September. 
The onset of this year's Meher rain, however, was late. The rains that normally 
supposed to start in the first week of June delayed until mid July. Despite the fact 
that the Meher rain arrived late and was below normal in amount, it was evenly 
distributed and covered most parts of the region. Although, dry spell was 
observed in August, there was an evenly distributed rain through out September. 
Generally, this year's Meher rain was better than that of last year in all aspects. 
 
2.6.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND CROP PRODUCTION PROSPECTS 
 
Even though the region has limited extent of production potential, the 
performance of Meher rain has a paramount impact on the performance of long 
cycle crops such as maize and sorghum. Production of sorghum, the major crop 
produced in the region, was well underway because of the good conditions of 
Belg and its capacity to withstand dry spell in Meher season. The rain in May had 
helped for proper seed germination and the dry spell of August to first week of 
September was compensated by the good and sufficient rains of mid September 
to the first week of October and it also assisted for the good seed setting of 
crops. The woreda experts disclosed that although production of maize for this 
year is below expected because of the dry spell, its production is much higher as 
compared to last year's and 5 years average production.  
 
The late on set of Meher rain on the other hand affected and delayed sowing 
activity of wheat. The rain in the late months of Meher, however, has been good 
during seed setting and effectively protected total failure of wheat production. In 
fact, there is slight production increase of wheat when compared to last year. The 
rain was also above average and contributed for the good performance of other 
crops like groundnut.   
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2.6.3.  WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
 
Shallow wells, ponds and springs are important sources of water for the rural 
population. There were also PAs that receive water via water tankers.  Both the 
urban and rural parts of Harari Region have got critical chronic water problems.  
Currently, situation is improving as the Meher rain was better than the previous 
two-three years in amount, and distribution. However, it is not possible to 
conclude that water availability in the region is better than the previous years. 
 
Physical condition of livestock is currently good. There is no report of disease 
outbreak except Lumpy skin disease that occurred between May and July and 
put under control.  
 
2.6.4.  MARKET CONDITIONS 
 
Harar town is the main market not only for Harari Region but also for the 
surrounding vicinities of rural and urban people of Eastern Hararghe Zone of 
Oromia Region. Currently, the market prices for both cereals and livestock 
increased compared to last year similar time but the magnitude is high for 
livestock because of the rise in demand on the international markets.  
 
2.6.5.  HUMAN HEALTH 
 
As the coverage of health facilities and personnel in the region has been 
increasing from time to time, the incidences of common diseases is at normal 
level and no out break of human disease was reported. 
 
2.6.6.   FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS 
 
The food security situation in the region is expected to improve due to the good 
performance of the rain and satisfactory production prospect. Exceptions are few 
localized places such as PAs like Miyaye, Aw-Umer and Awberhadle. This is 
because of the late onset of the rain and other prevailing and previously related 
problems like land scarcity and fertility, population pressure, pest and moisture 
stress. Apart from close follow up of these areas no emergency food aid is 
recommended for 2006. About 4,053 people in some pocket areas will be under 
close monitoring.   
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  2.7  BENISHANGUAL-GUMUZ REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
No Special Woredas…………………………………………………… 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

3 
20 

3 
100%

689,294
4,200

0.61%
518

 
2.7.1 WEATHER CONDITION  

 
The 2005 onset of Meher rain was timely, its amount and distribution was 
sufficient for land preparation and planting of crops. Shortages of rains and 
weather adversities like strong wind and hailstorm were only reported in some 
localized areas from mid-to-late August 2005. The cessation of rains is also 
timely. In general, with the exceptions of some pocket areas, in most parts the 
region rains were rated to be better than last and the previous successive years 
in-terms of its amount and distribution. 

 
2.7.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION PROSPECT 

 
The major food and cash crops planted in the region are sorghum, maize, haricot 
bean, millet and nigger bean. Sorghum and maize are planted extensively than 
the other crops. Other than localized incidences of striga, pest, stalk-borer and 
hailstorm that affected some planted crops the total area planted this year 
exceeds than that of last year by 10% due good performance of the rains. 
Consequently, the crop production prospect for 2005 is expected to show an 
increase of 11% than last year.  
 
2.7.3 WATER, PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK CONDITION 

 
Major sources of water for rural communities are rivers, springs, hand-dug wells 
and ponds. Therefore, shortage of water is common during the dry season 
(December-May). With the exception of Guba, Sherkole, Kurmuk and parts of 
Oda woredas where there is chronic water problem, major shortage of water and 
pasture will not be expected in 2006. With regard to livestock condition, other 
than common types of disease, no outbreak of livestock disease reported. 
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2.7.4  MARKET CONDITIONS 
 
The prices of cereal decreased while prices of livestock increased as compared 
with last year the same time. The cross-border trade from neighboring country of 
the Sudan has favored the region for getting better prices for livestock.  
 
2.7.5 HUMAN HEALTH 
 
Except for malaria, water borne and intestinal diseases, there were no major 
health problems. Malaria outbreak was reported during the time of major 
agricultural activity. On the other hand, there is high fear for the transmission of 
cross boarder disease such as yellow fever, polio and meningitis from 
neighboring country of the Sudan. Therefore, this will require strong follow-up. 
 
2.7.5  FOOD SECURITY PROSPECT FOR THE YEAR 2006 
 
Except some pocket areas, the overall food security situation is reported to be 
stable. Even though most households in the affected areas are expected to off-
set their deficit by drawing additional incomes from livestock sale, gold mining, 
wild foods, hunting, waged labor and petty commodity production, there are still 
4200 people who require emergency food assistance for a period of six months 
in localized areas where their crops were damaged by weather adversities like 
hailstorm, wild fire, stock borer, weed and pest infestation. Besides, 9,790 people 
need close monitoring. 

 
Table 8:    Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006  
                                 in Benshangul Gumuz by Zone 
 

Population Food  Requirement  in  MT  
Zone Needy Close 

Monitoring 
Grain Blended 

Food 
Oil Pulses Total 

 
Asosa 

 
3,350 

 
8,090 301.50 90.48 9.06 30.18

 
431.22 

Metekel 850 1,700 76.50 0.00 2.28 7.68 86.46 
Total   

4,200 
 

9,790 378.00 90.48 11.34 37.86
 

517.68 
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2.8  GAMBELLA REGION 
 

BASIC FACTS 
Number of zones…………………………………................................ 
Number of woredas……………………………….............................. 
Meher as percent of annual crop production………………………… 
Projected rural population………………………………..................... 
Estimated needy population in 2006……….............. 
Needy population as a % of rural population………………............. 
Food aid requirement in MT ………………………………………….. 

3 
8 

85% 
219,166 

50,200 
23%

6,461

2.8.1 WEATHER CONDITIONS 

There was normal onset of rain in most of the woredas in April. In spite of its 
timeliness the rain was erratic, insufficient in amount and distribution. There was 
three to four weeks of dry spell in June resulting in wilting of long cycle crops. 
The rain seems to have ceased though the team faced rainy situation during the 
visit to Godere & Dimma woredas. In fact the rains that may seem a bit extended   
will have positive impact on late crops & activities of gold mining in some areas. 
 
2.8.2 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND CROP PRODUCTION PROSPECT 
 
Maize and sorghum are the major crops cultivated in most of the woredas. This 
year, these food crops were not planted timely and were affected by the dry spell 
in June. 
 
The total area planted in the region was 17,854.9 ha and 13,269 ha in 2003 & 
2004 respectively showing about 25% reduction. The total production for last 
year was 188,906 qt where as it is only 96,802qt this year, which shows 50%, 
decline as compared to 2003. The poor production prospect was the resultant 
effect of localized conflict in 2005 and some weather adversities. 

2.8.3 PASTURE, WEATHER AND LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS 
In the western part of the region largely inhabited by Neur people, livestock and 
its products are the primary source of income. This year due to the conflict this 
sector has been affected having a negative impact on herd size & health 
situation. 
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Though the situation was not fully convenient to have all rounded information, 
there were no significant outbreaks of disease during the assessment. But as 
there were no drugs and vaccine in the store experts highly express their fear 
about prophylaxis occurrence and the need for treatment measures. Pasture and 
water availability remains as normal. 
 
2.8.4 MARKET CONDITIONS   
 
Supply of grain decreased because of low production and inadequate supply 
from other areas. Thus price of grain increased in all parts of the region. At the 
same time cattle and shoats price increased due to low supply and high demand 
on market. This increment compared to normal could help the pastoralists. 

2.8.5 HUMAN HEALTH CONDITIONS 

Though there are no adequate regional coverage of reports of health, except 
some increased cases of malaria in Dimma there is no report of epidemic 
disease at the moment.  The fear is that the highly lowered vaccination coverage, 
shortage of skilled manpower and lack of medicine still contribute to the poor 
health facilities in the region.  
 
2.8.6 FOOD SECURITY PROSPECTS IN 2006 

The highly interrupted agricultural activities by the security problem and poor 
weather condition has lead some 50,200 beneficiaries to be assisted for six 
months starting from January 2005.There are some more people expected to 
return from areas they had migrated to. Therefore, another 21,300 people will be 
closely monitored. 
 
Table 9:   Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement for 2006 in Gambella by  
                 Zone 

 
Population Food  Requirement  in  MT  

Zone Needy Close 
Monitoring 

Grain Blended 
Food 

Oil Pulses Total 

 
Annwa 

 
16,760 7,200 1,508.40 452.52 45.24

 
150.84 2,157.00

Dimma 5,000 4,000 450.00 135.00 13.50 45.00 643.50
Gambella 1 3,770 1,800 339.30 101.82 10.20 33.96 485.28
Godere 2,100 0 189.00 56.70 5.64 18.90 270.24
Zone Three 22,570 8,300 2,031.30 609.42 60.96 203.16 2,904.84
Total  50,200 21,300 4,518.00 1,355.46 135.54 451.86 6,460.86
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Annex 1:-  Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement in 2006 By Woreda 
 

 Population Food Requirement in MT 
Woreda Needing 

Assistanc 
Needing 

Close 
Monitor 

Grain Blended 
Food 

 
Oil 

 
Pulses 

 
Total 

Afar  
Zone1 

 
Aysaita 

 
3,000 

 
0 

 
270.00 

 
81.00 

 
8.10 

 
27.00 

 
386.10 

Total  Zone1 3,000 0 270.00 81.00 8.10 27.00 385.10 
Zone 2         
 Ab Ala 10,400 0 936.00 281.40 29.04 94.80 1,341.24 
 Afdera 1,650 0 148.50 44.58 4.44 14.88 212.40 
 Berahle 3,730 0 335.70 100.74 10.08 33.60 480.12 
 Dalul 2,100 0 189.00 56.70 5.64 18.90 270.24 
 Erebti 3,620 0 325.80 97.74 9.78 32.58 465.90 
 Koneba 5,900 0 531.00 159.30 15.90 53.10 759.30 
 Megale 3,020 0 271.80 81.54 8.16 27.18 388.68 
Total Zone 2 30,420 0 2,737.80 822.00 83.04 275.04 3,917.88 
Zone 4         
 Aura 1,750 0 157.59 0.00 4.74 15.78 178.02 
 Ewa 650 0 58.50 0.00 1.74 5.88 66.12 
 Gulina 4,050 0 364.50 0.00 10.92 36.48 411.90 
 Teru 8,780 0 790.20 237.06 23.70 79.02 1,129.98 
 Yalo 5,950 0 535.50 160.68 16.08 53.58 765.84 
Total  Zone 4 21,180 0 1,906.20 397.74 57.18 190.74 2,551.86 
Total   Afar 54,600 0 4,914.00 1,300.74 148.32 492.78 6,885.84 
Amhara 
N.Gonder 

        

 Addi Arkay 3,100 0 279.00 0.00 8.34 27.90 315.24 
Toral  N.Gonder 3,100 0 279.00 0.00 8.34 27.90 315.24 
N.Shewa         
 Ankober 19,800 7,800 2,673.00 801.90 80.19 267.30 3,822.39 
 Gishe Rabel 4,000 0 540.00 162.00 16.20 54.00 772.20 
 Tarmaber 4,000 0 300.00 0.00 9.00 30.00 339.00 
Total  N.Shewa 27,800 7,800 3,513.00 963.90 105.39 351.30 4,933.59 
N.Well         
 D. Delanta 18,200 2,000 2,457.00 737.10 73.71 245.70 3,513.51 
 Guba lafto 7,300 3,500 766.50 229.95 22.96 76.65 1,096.06 
 Habru 22,600 2,900 2,373.00 711.90 71.19 237.30 3,393.39 
 Kobo 37,600 6,600 5,076.00 1,522.80 152.28 507.60 7,258.68 
Total   N. Wello 85,700 15,000 10,672.50 3,201.75 320.14 1,067.25 15,261.64 
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Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement in 2006 by Woreda 
 

 Population Food Requirement in MT 
Woreda Needing 

Assistanc 
Needing 

Close 
Monitor 

Grain Blended 
Food 

Oil Pulses Total 

S.Wello 
        

 Ambasel 2,000 4,000 180.00 54.00 5.40 18.00 257.40 
 Dessie Zuria 2,000 0 180.00 54.00 5.40 18.00 257.40 
 Kalu 4,000 6,000 360.00 108.00 10.80 36.00 514.80 
 Mekdela 8,900 5,000 801.00 240.30 24.00 80.10 1,145.40 
 Sayint 5,200 7,000 624.00 187.20 18.72 62.40 892.32 

Total   
S.Wello 22,100 22,000 2,145.00 643.50 64.32 214.50 3,067.32 

W.Hamra         
 Dehana 6,000 0 810.00 243.00 24.30 81.00 1,158.30 
 Zijuala 10,000 6,700 1,350.00 405.00 40.50 135.00 1,930.50 
Total   W.Hamra 16,000 6,700 2,160.00 648.00 64.80 216.00 3,088.80 
Total   Amhara 154,700 51,500 18,769.50 5,457.15 562.99 1,786.95 26,666.59 
Beneshangul 
Asosa 

        

 Asosa 0 590 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
 Kurmuk 2,380 3,700 214.20 64.26 6.42 21.42 306.30 
 Sherkole 970 3,800 87.30 26.22 2.64 8.76 124.92 
Total   

Asosa 
3,350 8,090 301.50 90.48 9.06 30.18 431.22 

Metekel         
 Guba 850 1,700 76.50 0.00 2.28 7.68 86.46 
Total   Metekel 850 1,700 76.50 0.00 2.28 7.68 86.46 
Total   B. Gumuz 4,200 9,790 378.00 90.48 11.34 37.86 517.68 
Dire Dawa         
 Gurgura 31,160 3,000 2,804.40 841.32 84.12 280.44 4,010.28 
Total   Dire Dawa 31,160 3,000 2,804.40 841.32 84.12 280.44 4,010.28 
Total   Dire Dawa 31,160 3,000 2,804.40 841.32 84.12 280.44 4,010.28 
Gambella 
Annwa 

        

 A. Open 7,740 3,200 696.60 208.98 20.88 69.66 996.12 
 Gillo 9,020 4,000 811.80 243.54 24.36 81.18 1,160.88 

Total   
Annwa 16,760 7,200 1,508.40 452.52 45.24 150.84 2,157.00 
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Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement in 2006 by Woreda 
 

 Population Food Requirement in MT 
Woreda Needing 

Assistanc 
Needing 

Close 
Monitor 

Grain Blended 
Food 

Oil Pulses Total 

Dimma         
 Dimma 5,000 4,000 450.00 135.00 13.50 45.00 643.50 
  5,000 4,000 450.00 135.00 13.50 45.00 643.50 
Gambella 1         
 Gambella 3,770 1,800 339.30 101.82 10.20 33.96 485.28 
Total  for Gambella 1 3,770 1,800 339.30 101.82 10.20 33.96 485.28 
Godere         
 Godere 2,100 0 189.00 56.70 5.64 18.90 270.24 
  2,100 0 189.00 56.70 5.64 18.90 270.24 
Zone 3         
 Akobo 11,370 4,000 1,023.30 307.02 30.72 102.36 1,463.40 
 Jikawo 11,200 4,300 1,008.00 302.40 30.24 100.80 1,441.44 
Total  for 

Zone 3 
22,570 8,300 2,031.30 609.42 60.96 203.16 2,904.84 

Total  for Gambella 50,200 21,300 4,518.00 1,355.46 135.54 451.86 6,460.86 
Oromiya           
Arsi Diksis 10,000 2,000 1,050.00 315.00 31.50 105.00 1,501.50 
 Gololcha 12,500 0 1,312.50 0.00 39.34 31.25 1,483.09 
 Hitosa 2,000 0 270.00 0.00 8.10 27.00 305.10 
 Jeju 12,300 0 1,291.50 387.45 38.71 129.15 1,846.81 
 Robe 8,000 2,000 1,080.00 324.00 32.40 108.00 1,544.40 
 Seru 2,500 0 262.50 78.75 7.84 26.25 375.34 
 Shirka 15,000 3,000 2,025.00 0.00 60.75 202.25 2,288.25 
 Sude 41,000 0 4,305.00 1,291.50 129.15 430.50 6,156.15 
Total  for Arsi 103,300 7,000 11,596.50 2,396.70 347.79 1,159.65 15,500.64 
Bale         
 Agarfa 4,000 1,000 360.00 108.00 10.80 36.00 514.80 
 D. Serara 41,400 0 3,726.00 1,117.80 111.78 372.60 5,328.18 
 Gassera 12,380 1,500 1,299.90 389.97 38.99 129.99 1,858.85 
 Meda 

Welabu 
3,000 1,500 270,00 81.00 8.10 27.00 386.10 

Total  for  Bale 60,780 4,000 5,655.90 1,696.77 169.67 565.59 8,087.93 
Borena         
 Arero 20,000 0 1,800.00 540.00 54.00 180.00 2,574.00 
 Dire 40,000 0 3,600.00 1,080.00 108.00 360.00 5,148.00 
 Gelana 10,000 0 900.00 270.00 27.00 90.00 1,287.00 
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Affected Population and Food Aid Requirement in 2006 by Woreda 
 

 Population Food Requirement in MT 
Woreda Needing 

Assistanc 
Needing 

Close 
Monitor 

Grain Blended 
Food 

Oil Pulses Total 

 H/ Mariam 10,000 5,000 900.00 270.00 27.00 90.00 1,287.00 
 Moyale 30,000 0 2,700.00 810.00 81.00 270.00 3,861.00 
 Teltele 25,000 0 2,250.00 675.00 67.50 225.00 3,217.50 
 Yabelo 20,000 0 1,800.00 540.00 54.00 180.00 2,574.00 
Tota l  Borena 155,000 5,000 13,950.00 4,185.00 418.50 1,395.00 19,948.50 
E.Harerge Babile 9,540 0 1,287.90 0.00 38.61 128.79 1,455.30 
 Bedeno 13,410 0 1,408.05 0.00 42.21 140.84 1,591.10 
 Chenaksen 40,000 25,000 4,200.00 0.00 126.00 420.00 4,746.00 
 Deder 22,200 0 2,331.00 0.00 69.93 233.10 2,634.03 
 Fedis 15,330 16,000 2,069.55 620.91 62.10 207.00 2,959.56 
 Girawa 10,710 26,000 1,124.55 0.00 33.74 112.49 1,270.78 
 Golo Oda 15,500 5,000 1,860.00 0.00 55.76 186.00 2,101.76 
 Goro Gutu 14,870 28,700 1,561.35 0.00 46.83 156.17 1,764.35 
 Gursum 10,400 15,200 1.092.00 0.00 32.76 109.20 1,233.96 
 Haro Maya 8,600 5,000 903.00 0.00 27.09 90.30 1,020.39 
 Jarso 7,400 3,200 777.00 0.00 23.31 77.70 878.01 
 Kersa 24,400 8,000 2,562.00 768.60 76.86 256.20 3,663.66 
 Komnolcha 1,140 5,000 119.70 0.00 3.57 11.97 135.24 
 Kurfa Chele 16,200 14,500 1701.00 510.30 51.03 170.10 2,432.43 
 Malka Balo 9,700 0 1,018.50 0.00 30.52 101.85 1,150.87 
 Meta 230 5,000 24.15 7.28 0.70 2.45 34.58 
Total   E.Harerge 219,630 156,600 24,039.75 1,907.09 721.02 2,404.16 29,072.02 
E.Shewa Arsi Negele 10,000 5,000 1,050.00 0.00 31.50 105.00 1,186.50 
 Boset 7,770 9,100 1,048.95 314.73 31.50 104.94 1,500.12 
 Fentale 6,300 12,000 661.50 198.45 19.81 66.15 945.91 
 Siraro 2,040 3,800 214.20 0.00 6.44 21.42 242.06 
Total   E.Shewa 26,110 29,900 2,974.65 513.18 89.25 297.51 3,874.59 
Guji Liben 20,000 0 2,100.00 0.00 63.00 210.00 2,373.00 
Total   Guji 20,000 0 2,100.00 0.00 63.00 210.00 2,373.00 
W/Haraerge Boke 20,200 5,700 2,121.00 0.00 63.63 212.10 2,396.73 
 Chiro 45,610 6,000 4,789.05 0.00 143.64 478.94 5,411.63 
 Darolebu 7,980 5,000 837.90 0.00 25.13 83.79 946.82 
 Doba 18,880 6,000 1,982.40 0.00 59.50 198.24 2,240.14 
 Goba 

Koricha 
11,420 2,000 1,199.10 0.00 35.98 119.91 1,354.99 

 Kuni 6,250 0 656.25 0.00 19.67 65.66 741.58 
 Mesela 7,130 5,000 748.65 0.00 22.47 74.90 846.02 
 Mieso 18,900 2,000 1,984.50 0.00 59.50 198.45 2,242.45 
 Tulo 12,590 0 1,321.95 0.00 39.69 132.23 1,493.87 
Total   W/Haraerg 148,960 31,700 15,640.80 0.00 469.21 1,564.22 17,674.23 
Total   Oromiya 733,780 234,200 75,957.60 10,698.74 2,278.44 7,596.13 96,530.91 
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 Population Food Requirement in MT 
Woreda Needing 

Assistance 
Needing 

Close 
Monitor 

Grain Blended 
Food 

Oil Pulses Total 

SNNPR 
Dawro 

 
Mareka Gena 

 
0 

 
4,600 

 
0.00 

 
0.00 

 
0.00 

 
0.00 

 
0.00 

Total   Dawro 0 4,600 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Gurage Mareko 2,070 0 186.30 55.92 5.58 18.66 266.46 
         
Total  for Gurage 2,070 0 186.30 55.92 5.58 18.66 266.46 
Kit Angacha 3,430 0 308.70 0.00 9.24 30.90 348.84 
Total  for KT 3,430 0 308.70 0.00 9.24 30.90 348.84 
Sidama Aleta Wendo 8,140 0 732..60 219.78 21.96 73.26 1,047.60 
 Arbe Gona 0 5,000 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
 Bensa 4,880 0 439.20 131.76 13.20 43.92 628.08 
 Boricha 5,780 0 520.20 156.06 15.60 52/02 743.88 
 Dale 4,670 0 420.30 126.12 12.60 42.06 601.08 
 Shebedino 6,940 5,000 624.60 187.38 18.72 62.46 893.16 
Total  for Sidama 30,410 10,000 2,736.90 821.10 82.08 273.72 3,913.80 
Total  for SNNPR 35,910 14,600 3,231.90 877.02 96.90 323.28 4,529.10 
Somali  
Afder 

 
Bare 

 
60.130 

 
20,000 

 
5,411.70 

 
1,623.54 

 
162.36 

 
541.20 

 
7,738.80 

 Chereti 42,820 15,000 3,853.80 1,156.14 115.62 385.38 5,510.94 
 Dolobay 36,730 15,000 3305.70 991.74 99.18 330.60 4727.22 
 Elkere 17,800 10,000 1,602.00 480.60 48.06 160.20 2,290.86 
 Goro Baqaqsa 11,200 5,000 1,008.00 302.40 30.24 100.80 1,441.44 
 Guradamole 12,270 0 1,104.30 331.32 33.12 110.46 1,579.20 
 Hargele 35,680 25,000 3,211.20 963.36 96.36 321.12 4,592.04 
 West Imi 35,300 10,000 3,177.00 953.10 95.28 317.70 4,543.08 
Total for Afder 251,930 100,000 22,673.70 6,802.20 680.22 2267.46 32423.58 
Degehabur 
 

 
Aware 

31,000 9,500 2,790.00 837.00 83.70 279.00 3,989.70 

 Degehabur 44,500 17,500 4,005.00 1,201.50 120.12 400.50 5,727.12 
 Degehamedo 23,000 0 2,070.00 621.00 62.10 207.00 2,960.10 
 Gunagoda 17,000 8,000 1,530.00 459.00 45.90 153.00 2,187.90 
 M. Gashamo 43,000 13,000 3,870.00 1,161.00 116.10 387.00 5,534.10 
Total  158,500 48,000 14,265.00 4,279.50 427.92 1,426.50 20,398.92 
Fik Dihun 26,810 6,500 2,412.9 723.90 72.36 241.32 3,450.48 
 Fik 62,540 9,700 5,628.6 1,688.58 168.84 562.86 8,048.88 
 Gerbo 25,680 62,000 2,311.2 693.36 69.36 231.12 3,305.04 
 hamero 33,500 8,500 3,015.00 904.50 90.42 301.5 4,311.42 
 Legehida 20,500 8,200 1,845.00 0.00 55.32 184.50 2,084.82 
 Meyumuluke 10,500 7,100 945.00 0.00 28.32 94.50 1,067.82 
 Segeg 20,790 6,500 1,871.1 561.36 56.16 187.14 2,675.76 
 Mustahil 23,000 9,300 2,070.00 0.00 62.10 207.00 2,339.10 
Total  for Fik 223,320 117,800 20,098.80 4,571.70 602.88 2,009.94 27,283.32 
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 Population Food Requirement in MT 
 

Woreda 
Needing  

Assistanc
e 

Needing  
Close  

Monitor 

 
Grain 

Blended  
Food 

 
Oil 

 
Pulses 

 
Total 

Gode Adadle 19,800 7,000 1,782.00 534.60 53.46 178.20 2,548.26 
 Denan 29,250 8,000 2,632.50 789.78 78.96 263.28 3,764.52 
 East Imi 56,270 10,000 5,064.30 1,519.32 151.92 506.46 7,242.00 
 Ferfer 18,900 5,000 1,701.00 510.30 51.00 170.10 2,432.40 
 Gode 37,350 7,000 3,361.50 1,008.48 100.86 336.18 4,807.02 
 Kelafo 47,500 8,000 4,275.00 1,282.50 128.22 427.50 6,113.22 
 Mustahil 29,150 6,000 2,623.50 787.08 78.72 262.38 3,751.68 
Total  Gode 238.220 51,000 21,439.80 6,432.06 643.14 2,144.10 30,659.10 
Jijiga Awbere 35,990 9,500 3,239.10 971.76 97.20 323.94 4,632.00 
 Babile 15,190 0 1,367.10 410.16 41.04 136.74 1,955.04 
 Gursum 4,870 0 438.30 131.52 13.14 43.86 626.82 
 Hareshen 16,000 10,000 1,440.00 432.00 43.20 144.00 2,059.20 
 Jijiga 50,810 25,200 4,572.90 1,371.90 137.16 457.32 6,539.28 
 Kebribeyah 30,420 6,600 2,737.80 821.34 8214 273.78 3,915.00 
Total  Jijiga 153,280 51,300 13,795.20 4,138.68 413.88 1,379.64 19,727.40 
Korahe Debeweyin 36,470 10,000 3,282.30 984.72 98.47 328.26 4,693.74 
 Kebridehar 52,820 21,400 4,753.80 1,426.14 142.62 475.38 6,797.94 
 Shekosh 17,120 17,120 1,540.80 462.24 46.20 154.08 2,203.32 
 Shilabo 25,010 14,000 2,250.90 675.30 67.50 225.12 3,218.82 
Total Korahe 131,420 62,520 11,827.80 3,548.40 354.78 1,182.84 16,913.82 
Liben Dolo Odo 80,320 20,000 7,228.80 2,168.64 216.84 722.88 10,337.16 
 Filtu 25,490 13,000 2,294.10 688.26 68.82 229.44 3,280.62 
 Hudet 12,750 10,000 1,147.50 344.28 34.44 114.78 1,641.00 
 Moyale 53,870 23,500 4,848.30 1,454.52 145.44 484.86 6,933.12 
Total   Liben 172,430 66,500 15,518.70 4,655.70 465.54 1,551.96 22,191.90 
Shinile Afdem 8,390 0 755.10 226.56 22.68 75.54 1,079.88 
 Ayisha 19,500 0 1,755.00 526.50 52.62 175.50 2,509.62 
 Dembel 35,480 0 3,193.20 957.96 95.82 319.32 4,566.30 
 Erer 28,500 0 2,565.00 769.50 76.92 256.50 3,667.92 
 Shinile 31,090 0 2,798.10 839.46 83.94 279.84 4,001.34 
 Meiso 14,300 0 1,287.00 386.10 38.58 128.70 1,840.38 
Total   Shinile 137,260 0 12,353.40 3,706.08 370.56 1,235.40 17,665.49 
Warder Boh 27,500 4,000 2,475.00 742.50 74.22 247.50 3,539.22 
 Danot 15,000 0 1,350.00 405.00 40.50 135.00 1,930.50 
 Geladin 35,500 8,000 3,195.00 958.50 95.82 319.50 4,568.82 
 Warder 29,000 5,000 2,610.00 783.00 78.30 261.00 3,732.30 
Total  Warder 107,000 17,000 9,630.00 2,889.00 288.84 963.00 13,770.84 
Total  Somali 1,573,360 514,120 141,602.40 41,023.32 4,247.76 14,160.84 201,034.32 

G.Total  2,579,510 848,510 246,919.80 60,067.43 7,407.73 24,694.54 339,089.50 

 
 


