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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

First and foremost, I would like to welcome 

you all, on behalf of the Government of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and 

that of my own, to  the occasion of the launch of the revised Humanitarian 

Requirements Document (HRD) for July-December 2011.  I wish also to take this 

opportunity to apologize, once again, for not being able to release the revised 

figures in the first week of this month, as per our original plan, due to unforeseen 

circumstances.  
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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The revised HRD, endorsed by respective line ministries and regional states, is 

the product of the combination of a multi-agency mid Belg/Gu/Ganna season 

assessment findings, ongoing monitoring outputs and verification assessment 

results and hence believed to reflect current and developing conditions across 

different parts of the country. The document reviews responses to the February 

and April 2011 HRDs up until end of June 2011 and also presents identified 

interventions and estimates of resource requirements for the second half of 

2011.  

 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Before presenting the new requirements for the second half of 2011, I would like 

to take few minutes to update you on our collective efforts during the first half of 

the year toward addressing humanitarian needs of 2.8 and 3.2 million 

beneficiaries estimated in the HRDs launched in February and April2011 

respectively. 

 

In response to these two HRDs, the Government and its partners have provided a 

great deal of resources.  
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As a result, as far as the food sector is concerned, of the total 189,606 MT 

estimated net requirement for the first half of the 2011, a total of 164,190MT 

was secured and of this 93,267 MT or 49 percent of the total net requirement 

was delivered while the balance, 70,923 MT, is expected to arrive in July-August 

2011. 

 

 

Concerning food allocation and supply during the first half of 2011, a total of 

206,647 MT of food was dispatched (including carryover stockfrom 2010) 

through DRMFSS, WFP, and JEOP in four rounds at full ration rate and with full 

ŦƻƻŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5waC{{Ω ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜd 

ration rate and incomplete food basket since the second round due to scarce 

resources of pulses, oil, and CSB.  

 

 

In the case of the non-food sector, a total of over USD 46 million was secured of 

which USD 25,544,787 was for Health and Nutrition, USD 12,717,651 for Water 

and Sanitation, USD 7,114,472 for Agriculture, and USD 902,054 for Education 

during the first half of the year. This amounted to 82, 72, 69, and 26 percent 

achievements for Health and Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, Agriculture, and 

Education respectively.  
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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

IŀŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƭŜƴǘƭŜǎǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

effectively mitigated impacts of La Nina induced drought conditions this year. 

The government of Ethiopia and the ministry of agriculture are very grateful to 

the donor community for providing such substantial resources. I wish also to take 

this opportunity to thank all other humanitarian partners that have in one way or 

another been involved in addressing La Nina episode induced humanitarian 

needs.          

 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Despite encouraging collective efforts made so far towards saving lives and 

protecting livelihoods of the drought affected population, the overall 

improvement in rainfall performance since the last dekad of April and promising 

weather forecast for the current meher season, the consequence of the previous 

La Nina induced drought condition left us with more caseloads to be addressed in 

the months to come by mobilizing additional resources urgently.  

 

The increase in the caseload and hence in resource requirement can be 

attributed to: 

(i)  Absence of critical staple food like sweet potatoes in SNNPR; 
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(ii)   Failure and/or substantial reduction in belg crop production; 

(iii) Increased grain prices;  

(iv) Slow recovery from effects of multifaceted factors in pastoral areas;  

(v)  Growing threats  of outbreaks of human epidemics and livestock diseases 

in some areas; and 

(vi) Prolonged dry period leading to deteriorated food security condition and 

putting lives and livelihoods more at risk in some areas.  

 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As a result, it is estimated that a total of 4.5 million people will require 

humanitarian assistance during the remainder period of the current year, i.e. 

from July-December 2011. This suggests an increase of 40percent from the 

!ǇǊƛƭΩǎ Iw5 ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜΣ оΦн ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ пΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎΣ пм 

and 32 percent are in Oromiya and Somali regional States respectively. In order 

to fill the food gap of this population there is a need to provide a total of around 

380 MT of food valued at approximately USD 292,434,684urgently given there is 

already critical shortage of food resources in the country.  

 

In addition to that, around 39 thousand MT of fortified blended food and oil, 

valued at approximately USD 37 million, is required to provide supplementary 

food to over 700 thousand children under  five as well as pregnant and lactating 

women identified as beneficiaries in 240 Woredas. 
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Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is not only food assistance we are required to provide in order to address such 

compounded problems; but also a range of health and nutrition, water and 

sanitation, agriculture, and education sector related interventions are needed. 

To provide such non-food assistances, a total of approximately USD 68 million is 

required.  

 

Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

While further strengthening our collective efforts in order to fully address 

current caseloads for both the food and non-food sectors, ongoing endeavours 

towards full operationalization of the new DRM approach in Ethiopia must be 

continued as it is central in reducing disaster risks and vulnerability and 

mitigating potential impacts. The Disaster Risk Management Strategic 

Programme and Investment Framework (DRM-SPIF) being developed jointly with 

partners in line with the Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP) and the new 

DRM approach is believed to play a greater role in this regard once 

operationalized.  
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Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As in the past, our intervention modality will continue to be a case by case 

resource allocation and delivery approach based upon verification assessments. 

Under the overall Government leadership and guidance, non-governmental 

implementing agencies are also expected to be involved in the implementation 

of the identified food and non-food interventions.   

 

Regarding coordination mechanisms, as usual, the overall leadership and 

responsibility of humanitarian response remains to be with the government.  At 

Federal level, the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) 

of the Ministry of Agriculture in consultation with Regional States and 

humanitarian partners will continue to be responsible for coordinating resource 

mobilization work. It will also continue coordinating resource allocation and 

utilization by closely working with humanitarian partners including UN agencies, 

national and international NGOs, civil society organizations, and other 

international organizations. 

 

The Disaster Risk Management Technical Working Group (DRMTWG) led by the 

DRMFSS will continue to serve as a national platform facilitating coordination of 

both food and non-food emergency and recovery interventions in addition to its 

other DRM related tasks.  Sectoral taskforces, structured under DRMTWG, 

namely (i) Health and nutrition, (ii) water and sanitation, and (iii) agriculture led 

by the relevant line ministries will remain to be responsible for coordination, 
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monitoring and reporting on emergency and recovery interventions in their 

respective sectors together with the relevant UN agencies, NGOs and donors. 

 

In addition to that, the Multi Agency Coordination (MAC) forum, organized at 

technical and strategic levels, and Incident Command Posts will continue to 

facilitate timely and adequate resource availability and support coordination at 

the policy and operational levels.  

 

Likewise, Regional States (through existing coordination mechanisms) will 

continue playing a greater role in strengthening coordination and hence 

achieving effective response in their respective regions. 

  

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

At this point, I would like to urge you all to work towards effective and efficient 

collaboration and coordination among all humanitarian actors as it is a crucial 

aspect of our intervention efforts to ensure effective humanitarian response.  

 

I wish also to take this opportunity to thank the donor community and other 

international organizations for their continued support towards addressing 

humanitarian crisis associated with drought conditions in the horn of Africa in 

general and in Somalia in particular by providing relief assistance to a large 
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number of displaced Somalis currently found in temporary shelters in Ethiopia, 

specifically in Dolo Odo woreda in Liben zone of Somali Regional State. The 

government of Ethiopia will remain committed to addressing the current 

humanitarian crisis faced by the drought affected Somalis by collaborating and 

working with the Transitional Government of Somalia and the international 

community.   

 

Finally, I would like, once again, to extend my heartfelt thanks, on behalf of the 

Government of Ethiopia and that of my own, to the donor community and all 

other partners for their unreserved contributions and efforts towards saving lives 

and livelihoods. 

 

It is my hope that such spirit of collaboration and partnership in humanitarian 

undertakings will be further strengthened and extended to finalize and 

operationalize the DRM-SPIF as well as to achieve the GTP, which will play a 

fundamental role in ensuring food security and eradicating poverty and hence 

reducing disaster risks and vulnerabilities in Ethiopia. 

 

I thank you. 


