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. Donors Representatives
Visit Areas Hit by Drought

Dohors representatives as well as

local journalists from vanous

media and senior staffs of DPPC

led| by Deputy Commissioner

Birhane Gizaw have been wisiting

::r affected by the currem
ght in different regions.

Acdordingly, there have been three
rounds of wisits to the Southemn
Haticms Mationalities and peoples,
Ti and Amhara Regions since
Au 1, 2002, Dunng the first
round which was a three day
programme to the SNNPR, areas
affeFted by the drought, namely
Sodo, Damot Woide, Humbo,
Bado ‘Wacho, Alaba, Kedida
(ramela, and Boricha were visited.
On the first day, the group was
brie about conditions of the
drought in the Region.

The | second wvisit was to Tigray
MNational Regional State where

i, Alamata, Erob, and
Wu areas were visited from
August 15 -17, 2002. Agriculture
and | Natural Resources Bureau
Hea:h of the Region and senior

experts conducted briefing on the
drought situation of the Region to
members of the wvisihng group
duning the first leg.

The Bureau head and the senior
experts from line Bureaux
explained that Belg, from
February to mid Apnl, Azmera
from late March to May and
Tsedya beginning with June are
the cultivation seasons out of
which the Belg duration is the
short one while Azmera 15 crucial
for crop production of the Region.
They further elaborated that failure
of rains has been recorded this
year in the Southern, Eastern and
Central zones in spite of the good
start. According to the Bureau
head, Tsedya being the major
season, late on set of rains affccied
land preparation and planting in
most parts of the Region while it
was tofally absent in Erob, Atsibi
Wonberta and Raya Azebo areas.
The visiting group also witnessed
farms being re-ploughed for
planting again in Wukro woreda.



They explained that the absence of
Belg | rain, the late start and
uvacy of the Azmera and

e of fodder and water to
and other: amimals. In

additi amimals have been
by various diseases

way |[in the Amhara MNational

Regional State since August 29,
2002, According to the programme
there was briefing to the group at
Debre Birehan town the first day
followed by visits to Rasa and Jille
Timuga areas. It has been
programmed that the group would
visit Addiskign, Dino.
Workiemeda, Gazo Belay, Meke
and Bugna arcas, during the rest o

the programme.

e U.5.A Provided Food Aid of Birr 445
Million this year

vemment of the United
of America has provided
136,000 MT of cereal and

s emergency nesd i our
this year.

This was disclosed by H.E Thomas
Hull |Charge d' Affairs of US
Mission to Ethiopia on the
occasion of signing of the
contribution of 42000 MT of
wh and 3,000 MT of blended
food | by the United States
Go ent on August 14, 2002.
The (food aid agreement was
si between H.E Simon
Mechale, Commissioner of the

DPPC, H.EE Thomas Hull Charge
d  Affairs of US Mission to
Ethiopia and H.E. Benedict
Fultang WFP-Couniry DIJ‘ELT.GI
and Representative.

The Charge d' Affairs said on the
occasion that the contmbution
meets 25% of the 179000 metric
tons of net requirement announced
by the DPPC on July 12, 2002. He
indicated that the provision of the
blended food is particularly
important due to the deteriorating
situation in Afar region, Shinnile
and Fik Zones in Somali region as
well as lowland areas in Tigray,
Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP
Regions.



ition to the provision of the
d assistance, Mr, Thomas Hull
pointed out that the US

bilateral  assistance  for  food
distribution in Tigray, Ambhara,
Orpmiya and SNNP Regions to
provide farmers the opportunity to
lanting short cycle crops

hoping that the rains will continue.

2002  contributions  from  the
United States Government under-
scores  our  commitment o
humanitarian needs in  Ethiopia
and our concern for the developing
sitbation in pastoral areas such as
Afar and Somali Regions. as well
as| in crop dependent areas of
Sct;thern Mations, MNationahties
and Peoples Region and the
Regional States of Oromiva,
Amhara and Tigray”.

TI’F Charge d' Affairs said, " The

ly he indicated that the US
vernment applauds the DPPC

the  National  Dusaster
ntton and  Preparedness
mmittee for robust actions taken
te to mitigate the emergency
tion. Besides, he said that the
US Government urges all donors,
ited MNations agencies and Non-
vernmental Orgamzations  to
closely with the Government
of| Ethiopia to meet assessed needs
to|avoid a repeat of the 1999-2000
Ergency.

HE Commissioner Simion
Mechale on his part indicated the
current problem being associated
with failure of Belg rains leading
to serious food shortages to Belg
beneficiary farmers. He also
underscored that because of failure
of Belg rains, long cycle Meher
season crops such as Maize and
Sorghum production is in senous
problems. In addition to this
farmers are affected since they
couldn't prepare Meher season
farm lands due to late on set and
early ceasing of Meher rains
making the problem far reaching.
the Commissioner said.

Cognizanl of the seriousness of the
situation the Government
publicized and appealed on July
12, 2002 for supports in areas of
food, water and health, he said. He
also pointed out that prnor to the
appeal the Government contributed
45000 MT of cereals and
allocated Birr 16 mulhon for seed
requirement of poor farmers who
lost their crop.

Referming to contribution of 45,000
MT food aid by the US
Govemnmment, he said it was the
first response since the July appeal
for which he extended hearty
thanks. Taking this opportunity he
appealed to other donors by
saying, “... we would hke to
encourage other donors to see the



senousness of the situation and try
their best to respond to the needs.”

E . Benedict Fultang on his part
the contribution has come at

express appreciation to the able
ership being provided by the
DAPC in the conduct of the Belg
n joint assessmenl mission
that determined the areas of need
and shortfall.

Refermng to the challenge ahead
he said if the Meher rains do not
continue through the end of
September to give farmers the
opportunity to plant late season
crops, a significant further
reduction is expected and this is
why the humanitarian community
must  remain  wvigilanl. He
emphasized the need for
contnbution saying ., "We are
appealing to all donors 1o
generously contribute towards the
recently  announced  drought
requirements particularly in the
provision of non- food items like
seed, water and health for which
the donor response is very low".

Donors, NGOs Briefed about
Drought Situation and Relief Activities

Dopors and NGOs representatives
were brief about the efforts by the
Government  to  assist  our
patriots affected by the current
drought in  various parts of the
country and positive response
ted of donor organizations to
support the efforts.

briefing was made by H.E
Simon  Mechale, the DPPC
missioner, on August 9,2002
he DPPC auditorium. In his
briefing the Commissioner
reminded that  request for
ncy food aid amounting to

348,340 MT was made to alleviate
the problem of food shortage
prevailing as a result of absence of
Belg rain as indicated in the Belg
assessment report. He further
indicated that the Government
allocated 45,000 MT of grain and
300 MT of supplementary food in
order to tackle the problem.

On the part of donor organizations
he said that USAID/WFP provided
3000 MT of supplementary food
and he expressed his hope that
favorable response is expected of
donors to meet the remaining need



far food aid. The Commissioner
ed that the Govemment
allocated Birr 13.11 million for
purchase of seed while the USAID
donated USD 400000 and CRDA
isted Birr 200,000 for the same
purpose.

Régarding the current effort to
vide water to the affected
ulation,  the  Govemment

provided 2 water tankers to the

Afar Region and the Somali

Rdgional State also allocated 2

ﬂq}:m for the region while
ICEF and WHO indicated the

availability of resources for the
sector, he said.

As to the need for water he
indicated that there would be
su for water tankerng,
drilling of water wells, and
maintenance of existing ones on
uesis to be made according to
the mneeds. Concemning health
service he explained that 21
medical kits estimated at Bur 2.8
million each of which is sufficient
for| 10,000 people for three
months, a total of 10 and 11 kits
have been dispatched to Afar and
ah Regions respectively. With

t to amimal health, he
pointed out that the Government

allocated Birr 3 million for the
and delivery of drugs not
ided freely and that all drugs

that are provided freely are
prepositioned in sufficient
quantities.

He also pointed out the effort by
the Govemment in establishing
Co-ordination centers for
interventions. In elaborating this
he said infrastructural problems in
Afar and Somali  required
establishment of eight co-
ordination centers, five in Afar and
three in Somal each of the center
run by a three man team that is a
DPPC officer., a medical doctor
and a veterinarian. The
Commissioner indicated that the
function of the teams is to monitor
food situation, ensure the effective
distribution of relief resources,
monitor  the  condition  of
humanitarian and livestock health
and coordinate all interventions
where needed.

Participants of the brefing
appreciated the efforts by the
Government  to  alleviate the
critical problem the people face
because of production failure
owing 10 absence of Belg rains and
delay of Meher rains. They also
upheld the initiative of the
Government for orgamzing field
tmp for donors to be able to see for
themselves the objective condition
of the drought and the effort to
help the victims.



Training on Modified Cash Basis
Accounting Conducted

Training on Modified Cash Basis
Accounting aimed at implementing
the new method of the Ministry of
Finance and Economic
Development was conducted at the

DPPC meeting hall from August 5-
11, 2002.

The |Training in which 37 staff
members from Finance and Audit
services took part was related to
accounting reform in line with the
civil service reform programme,
said | General Accounts Division
H He added that the training
programme was organized by
organization method of the
Mini of Finance and Economic
Development with a request by the
DPPC in which two professionals
from | the Ministry provided the
trainipg.

The Objective of the training, he
said, was in order to unify systems
of financial management
throughout the country by limiting

the single and double entry
systems both in use to only double
entry system so as to establish
effective control mechanism.

He also indicated thal previously
10 staff members from limited
departments of the Commission
took the training while in this
programme staffs from all areas,
including the central warehouses
located far away in different
regions participated.

The tramming  courses  were
Introduction to Double Entry
Accounting, Impressed Cash
system, and Financial
Admimstration  Structure all of
which were elaborated under
different  sub  topics.  The
programme 15 supported by a
project called Decentralization
Support Activity Project which is
itselt  supported by  Harvard
University and funded by USAID.

DPPC Advises NGOs to Submit Audit Report

The |Disaster Prevention and
Preparedness Commission issued a
note of advice to those NGOs who
have not submitted audit reports to
the DPPC.

According to the note of advice
from the NGOs Coordination
Team, every NGO is expected 1o
submit its audit report within the
period of 6 months at the end of



yvear. The DPPC, being the

point  for all matters
mning to relief  and
rchabilitation actjvities, believes
that knowing its partners financial
sition helps it 10 take stock of
the owverall resources, and to
monitor  whether or  not  the
istance is utilized to address the
naeds of the beneficiaries.

ough the submission of the
audit report 15 of paramount
importance, yet out of 282 NGOs
Iy 151; 168 and 196 have
itted the 2001 audit, stafl list

fixed assel reports

ects  that the level of
nesses  and  fwlure s
reasing from time to time
pertaining to  the status  of

ission of reports and annual
of operation is the basis for

effective  implementation  and
follow up of project activitics, all
NGOs are requested to submit the
2002 reports and the 2003 annual
plan of operation timely before the
new year sets in.

The NGO Coordination Team also
noted that the DPPC have been
reminding those NGOs who have
submitted their 2000 and 2001
audit reports to readjust’ them as
per the recommendations given by
the Auditor. However, most NGOs
did not respond to the matter vei.
Thus, those concerned NGOs are
requested to consider the issue
seriously and submit the reports
after having made the necessary
readjustments,

On the other hand, 490 NGOs have
concluded  project  operation
agreement with DPPC during the
current year, out of which 175
have not started the project
operation and thus arce requested to
commence their project activities
in due time,
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(From August 5-27, 202)

Over 300,000 MT of Food Aid Allocated
During January-August 2002

Over 300,000 MT of food aid has
been allocated for all regions from
January up to August 2002, the
Asd Programs Coordination and
Monitoring Department disclosed.

Accordingly, 303, 15525 MT of
food aid has been allocated by the

DPPC and NGOs during the 8
months, it was indicated. Out of
the total allocated food 248,717.65
has been done by the DPPC and
the remaining 54.438.18 MT by
the NGOs, it was pointed out.

Hailstorm Kills Children, Damages Property

Two children were washed away
by flood caused by heavy rain in
the surroundings of Mukaturi town
in Wuchale Woreda of North Shoa
Zone of Oromiya on August 5,
2002. The rain also damaged farms
and inhabitants of the town were
affected. In a similar event
hailstorm  killed 30 domestic
animals on 23 and 27 July 2002 in

Acheke Wolansa and
localities of the same Woreda,

Abyi

In a related incident heavy wind
destroved a school, clinic, the
house of a development worker
and 30 houses of corrugated iron
houses belonging to farmers in
North Gondar Zone on August
2,2002,



